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Stanley  Ritson,  M.B.,  M.S.,  B.Sc., 
F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
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1  Dietitian,  1  Pathological  Technician  and  a  nursing  staff  of  191  ;  also 
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32  Nursing  Staff,  2  Clerks  and  3  Telephonists;  72  Female  Domestics;  21 
Ward  Orderlies  ;  1  Engineer,  1  Asst.  Engineer  and  4  Boiler  Firemen  ; 
4  Porters,  2  Ambulance  Drivers,  1  Handyman,  8  Gardeners  and  a 
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TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY  2  Health  Visitors  and  5  Clerks. 
Vaccination  Officer  ...  ...  ...  Charles  R.  Clark. 

Public  Vaccinators  : — - 

Dr.  A.  Mackintosh.  Dr.  J.  W.  M.  Stevenson.  Dr.  T.  Dickey. 
Dr.  A.  A.  Hearne.  Dr.  H.  A.  Wallace.  Dr.  J.  Gillan. 


District  Medical  Officers  : — 
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9  Nursing  Staff,  Cook  and  2  Cleaners. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SUNDERLAND 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  twenty-first  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  County  Borough  of  Sunderland,  for  the  year 
1947. 

The  civilian  population  of  the  Borough  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  is  178,530,  an  increase  of  2,710  on  the  figure  for 
1946. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the  year  was  4,352, 
of  which  2,254  were  males  and  2,098  were  females,  representing  a 
live  birthrate  of  24-4  per  1,000  of  the  population.  There  were  374 
more  births  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  birthrate  is  the  highest 
since  1925.  The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  126  Great 
Towns  were  20*5  and  23-3  respectively. 

During  the  year  2,362  deaths  were  recorded  (an  increase  of  164 
on  the  previous  year)  of  which  1,253  were  males  and  1,109  females, 
equal  to  a  death  rate  of  13-2  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rates 
for  England  and  Wales  and  the  126  Great  Towns  were  12-0  and 
13-0  respectively,  both  being  higher  than  the  1946  figures. 

261  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year,  equal  to  an  Infant 
Mortality  rate  of  60  per  1,000  live  births  compared  with  244  deaths 
and  a  rate  of  59  for  the  previous  year.  Sixty-five,  or  24*9  per  cent, 
of  the  deaths  occurred  as  a  result  of  Premature  Birth,  14  more  deaths 
from  this  cause  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  Infant  Mortality 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  41  and  for  the  126  Great  Towns  47. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  rate  for  the  year  is  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  for  the  Borough,  being  0-89  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 
births,  and  is  also  lower  than  that  for  the  whole  country  which  is 
1T7. 

The  principal  causes  of  death,  in  order  of  numerical  importance, 
were  heart  diseases  (722),  cancer  (322),  respiratory  diseases  (301), 
and  tuberculosis  (132). 
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Tuberculosis.  The  death  rate  of  0*74  for  all  forms  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  was  the  lowest  for  the  Borough  being  just  0-01  lower  than  in 
1939,  the  previous  lowest.  The  total  number  of  primary  notifications 
of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  was  286,  namely  235  pulmonary  and  51 
non-pulmonary,  being  an  increase  of  three  only  on  the  previous  year. 

Infectious  Diseases.  The  total  notifications  of  general  in¬ 
fectious  diseases  numbered  2,890  compared  with  3,164  for  1946. 
No  cases  of  Smallpox,  or  Typhoid  Fever  were  notified,  and 
there  were  only  48  cases  of  Diphtheria,  compared  with  101  for  the 
previous  year. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis.  In  common  with  the  rest  of  the  country, 
the  Borough  suffered  from  an  outbreak  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

The  first  case  was  notified  on  1st  July,  1947,  and  from  then  until 
the  end  of  the  year  there  were  61  confirmed  cases  of  the  disease. 
83  suspected  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases,  but  only  53  were  finally  diagnosed  as  Acute  Poliomyelitis, 
the  majority  of  the  remainder  being  diagnosed  as  “  heat  effects.” 
Six  cases  remained  at  home  under  the  care  of  the  family  doctor. 

There  were  ten  deaths  from  the  disease,  the  ages  being — Males  : 
4  months,  5  months,  6  years,  6  years,  11  years,  23  years,  23  years  ; 
Females  :  17  years,  17  years,  27  years. 

The  peak  period  was  the  week  ended  30th  August,  during  which 
ten  cases  were  notified  and  four  deaths  occurred. 

All  parts  of  the  Borough  were  affected,  but  no  two  members  of 
the  same  family  contracted  the  disease. 

All  General  Practitioners  in  the  Borough  were  notified  of  the 
incidence  of  the  disease,  and  invited  to  take  advantage  of  the  hospital 
and  specialist  treatment  available. 

The  majority  of  the  patients  in  the  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases,  when  no  longer  infective,  were  transferred  to  Cherry 
Knowle  Emergency  Hospital  for  orthopaedic  treatment.  On  dis¬ 
charge  from  the  latter  hospital,  patients  attended  the  Out-Patient 
Department  either  there  or  at  the  Sunderland  Royal  Infirmary  for 
continued  treatment. 

A  great  amount  of  time  of  the  Department  and  its  medical 
officers  has  been  taken  up  in  formulating  schemes  in  connection  with 
the  new  Health  Service  Act.  This  Act  transfers  all  hospitals  from 
the  Local  Authority  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  and  brings  new 
functions  of  social  medicine  within  the  scope  of  Health  Depart¬ 
ments. 
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The  Appendix  to  this  Report  sets  out  in  detail  the  activities  of 
the  Department  under  the  Act. 

I  have  again  to  record  with  pleasure  the  continual  hard  and 
effective  work  carried  out  by  the  whole  of  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department. 


A.  STUART  HEBBLETHWAITE, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
“  Thornholme,” 
Sunderland. 

July,  1948. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SUNDERLAND 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH 


Area.  The  Area  of  the  Borough  is  6,959  acres  exclusive  of 
foreshore  and  tidal  waters. 

Population.  The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  civilian 
j  population  of  the  Borough  is  178,530. 

Inhabited  Houses.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the 
end  of  1947,  according  to  the  Rate  Books,  was  38,326. 

Rateable  Value.  The  rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1947,  was 
\  £981,031,  and  the  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  for  1946-47 
was  £3,890. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year 


Live  Births— Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

4,175 

177 

M. 

2,165 

89 

F. 

2,010 

88 

BIRTH-RATE  per  1,000  estimated  resident 
population  .... 

24.4 

Stillbirths — Legitimate  115,  Illegitimate  8 

123 

61 

62 

RATE  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

25.0 

Deaths  ....  . 

2,362 

1,253 

1,109 

DEATH-RATE  per  1,000  estimated  resident 
population  .... 

13.2 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

Deaths. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ....  ....  ....  2 

Other  Puerperal  causes  ....  ....  2 

Total  ....  ....  4 

Rate  per  1,000  births. 
0.45 

0.45 

0.89 

i! 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

£j  Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .... 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .... 


60 

59 

73 

322 

7 

11 

52 
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Nett  Deaths  at  the  sub-joined  ages  of  ‘Residents’ 

whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  district. 

Causes  of  Death  during  1947 

Sex 

— 

—  — ___ 

All 

Under 

1  to 

5  to 

15  to 

45  to 

65  & 

■ 

Ages 

1  yr. 

5  yr. 

15 

45 

65 

over 

Typhoid  and  para- typhoid  fevers 

M 

TT 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

M 

6 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

F 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever 

M 

rr 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

M 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

_ _  ! 

F 

7 

5 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  .... 

M 

2 

— 

_ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Resp.  System 

M 

59 

— 

1 

1 

30 

21 

6 

F 

48 

— 

— 

— 

42 

3 

3 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

M 

12 

— 

5 

3 

3 

1 

— 

F 

13 

1 

3 

1 

4 

4 

— 

Syphilitic  diseases.... 

M 

rr 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

3 

Influenza  .... 

M 

14 

_ 

1 

— 

_ 

8 

5 

m 

F 

10 

2 

— 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Measles 

M 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

4 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 

M 

7 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

F 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

- 

Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis  .... 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

M 

156 

— 

— 

— 

14 

66 

76 

F 

166 

— 

— 

— 

10 

69 

87 

Diabetes 

M 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

F 

18 

— 

— 

1 

3 

5 

9 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

M 

110 

— 

— 

— 

3 

25 

82 

F 

144 

— 

— 

— 

2 

35 

107 

Heart  Diseases 

M 

328 

— 

— 

2 

11 

67 

248 

F 

316 

— 

— 

— 

11 

41 

264 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory 

M 

39 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

36 

system 

F 

39 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

37 

Bronchitis  .... 

M 

111 

4 

— 

— 

8 

42 

57 

F 

67 

6 

— 

— 

2 

14 

45 

Pneumonia 

M 

59 

25 

2 

- 

5 

16 

11 

F 

44 

16 

4 

1 

7 

16 

Other  Respiratory  diesases 

M 

13 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

4 

F 

7 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  .... 

M 

11 

_ 

— 

2 

9 

- 

F 

5 

— 

_ 

— 

2 

2 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years  ... 

M 

28 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

F 

24 

23 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Appendicitis 

M 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

-  ■ 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

- 

Other  digestive  diseases  .... 

M 

16 

2 

2 

— 

5 

2 

5  1 

F 

14 

1 

1 

— 

2 

3 

7  ! 

Nephritis  .... 

M 

20 

— 

— 

— 

4 

8 

8  f 

F 

22 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

12  L 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abort.  Sepsis 

F 

2 

— 

_ 

— 

2 

— 

Other  Maternal  Causes  .... 

F 

2 

— 

_ 

— 

2 

— 

Premature  birth  .... 

M 

44 

44 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

-  ■ 

F 

21 

21 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

-  • 

Congenital  malformation  ;  birth 

M 

31 

28 

1 

— 

1 

1 

-  1' 

injuries  ;  infant  diseases  ... 

F 

29 

27 

— 

2 

— 

— 

-  ■ 

Suicide 

M 

13 

— 

_ 

— 

4 

8 

1  j 

F 

5 

_ 

___ 

— 

2 

1 

2  ! 

Road  traffic  accidents 

M 

11 

_ 

1 

3 

2 

1 

4 

F 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

ll 

Other  violent  causes 

M 

50 

5 

1 

2 

1  11 

16 

15  | 

F 

12 

3 

1 

! 

— 

8, 

All  other  causes  .... 

M 

82 

3 

3 

6 

15 

13 

42! 

F 

80 

6 

— 

!  12 

18 

44  i 

TOTALS  . 

M 

1253 

146 

24 

23 

123 

329 

6081 

F 

1109 

115 

11 

9 

1  106 

218 

650 1- 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  BOROUGH 


A  detailed  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Public  Health  Services  is 
S  given  at  the  beginning  of  this  Report. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  There  have  been  no  new  developments 
or  changes  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  Depart- 
|  ment  of  Pathology  and  Bacteriology  at  the  Sunderland  Royal 
[  Infirmary  under  the  Supervision  of  the  Borough  Bacteriologist : — 

DESCRIPTION  OF  EXAMINATIONS. 

No.  of 
Specimens. 

Throat  Swabs  for  Diphtheria  Bacillus  ....  ....  ....  1225 

Throat  Swabs  for  Virulence  Tests  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Throat  Swabs  for  Vincent’s  Angina  ....  ....  ....  72 

Throat  Swabs  for  Haemolitic  Streptococci  ....  ....  ....  171 

Sputum  for  Tubercle  Bacillus  ....  ....  ....  ....  3718 

Milk  for  guinea-pig  inoculation  ....  ....  ....  ....  25 

Milk  for  Methylene  Blue  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  67 

Milk  for  Coliform  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  16 

Agglutination  (Widal)  Test  for  Typhoid  Group  ....  ....  14 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  91 

Water  for  B.  Coli  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

Blood  Cultures  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Urine  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 

Blood  Films  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Miscellaneous  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  68 
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Central  Ambulance  Service.  The  Service  has  four  ambulances 
and  two  sitting-case  cars,  three  E.M.S.  ambulances  and  one  E.M.S. 
sitting-case  car. 

Patients  removed  to  and  from  Sunderland  General  Hospital  4849 


Highfield  Institution  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  196 

Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  ....  ....  ....  123 

Sunderland  Royal  Infirmary  ....  ....  ....  ....  3399 

Monkwearmouth  and  South  wick  Hospital  ....  ....  317 

Children’s  Hospital  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  123 

Rural  District  Hospital  Emergency  cases  ....  ....  52 

Accident  cases  phoned  in  by  Police  when  they  were 

too  busy,  or  their  ambulance  out  of  commission  107 

Cherry '  Knowle  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  389 

Other  journeys  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1100 


Total  ....  10655 

The  number  of  other  journeys  during  the  year  has  been  greatly 
reduced  by  the  discontinuation  of  notes,  letters,  etc.,  being  delivered 
by  car. 


Emergency  Medical  Service  Work — 

Journeys  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  413 


Transport — 

General  Hospital 
Ambulance  Service 
E.M.S . 


....  21,613  miles. 
....41,451  miles. 
....  8,653  miles. 

Total  ....71,717 


Nursing  in  the  Home.  The  Sunderland  District  Nursing 
Association  has  again  done  much  valuable  work  in  co-ordination 
with  the  Infant  Welfare  Department. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics.  These  are  dealt  with  else¬ 
where  in  the  Report. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Out-Relief.  This  is  the  same  as  in  the 


previous  year,  viz.  : — 

(a)  Number  of  medical  relief  districts .  7 

(b)  Number  of  districts  included  in  (a)  in  which  the  "  open 
choice  ”  system  of  medical  relief  has  been  introduced...  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  district  medical  officers .  7 

(d)  Number  of  officers  included  in  (c)  whose  whole  time  is 

devoted  to  Public  Health  Service  . Nil 
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SECTION  C. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres.— The  total  number  of  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  functioning  in  1947  was  10.  Three  sessions  continued 
weekly  in  St.  Mark’s  Church  Hall,  Millfield,  and  two  sessions  weekly 
in  Priestman  Hall,  Fulwell.  The  majority  of  the  premises  are  over¬ 
crowded  and  quite  inadequate  for  the  areas  they  serve.  The  situa- 
i  tion  of  the  centres  is  shown  hereunder  : — 


Mornings. 

Afternoons. 

Monday 

— 

Southwick  :  St.  Hilda’s 
Church  Hall. 

Tuesday 

Ford  Estate  :  Social  Service 
Hall. 

Grangetown  :  St.  Aidan’s 
Church  Hall. 

Humbledon  :  St.  Mary’s 
Church  Hall. 

Wed’day 

Millfield  :  St.  Mark’s 

Church  Hall. 

Millfield  :  St.  Mark’s, 

Church  Hall. 

Thursday 

Millfield  :  St.  Mark’s 

Church  Hall. 

Central  :  The  Citadel, 

Lambton  St. 

Monkwearmouth  :  Dock  St. 

Church  Hall. 

Pailion  :  St.  Mary  Mag¬ 
dalene’s  Church  Hall. 

Friday 

Fulwell  :  Priestman  Hall. 

Fulwell  :  Priestman  Hall. 
Hendon  :  St.  Barnabas’ 
Church  Hall. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. — The  number  of  ante-natal  sessions  held 
weekly  during  1947  was  5.  There  were  1,314  primary  attendances 
[  and  2,959  subsequent  attendances.  A  report  of  the  patient’s 
condition  at  each  examination  was  sent  by  the  medical  officer  to 
the  doctor  or  midwife  booked  for  the  confinement. 


Post-natal  Clinic. — One  session  weekly  was  held  at  the  Salva- 

i  tion  Army  Citadel.  168  cases  were  examined  and  59  re-visits  were 

ii  made. 


Non-V.D.  Clinic. — This  session  continued  to  be  held  weekly 
at  the  end  of  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic.  56  primary 
)  attendances  were  made  and  96  subsequent  visits. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. — The  following  table  shows  the 
total  number  of  children  in  their  age  groups  who  were  immunised 
during  the  year,  compared  with  1946  : — 


Year 

0  1  yrs. 

1-2  yrs 

2-3  yrs, 

3-4  yrs. 

4-5  yrs. 

5-9  yrs 

9-14  yrs. 

Total 

1946 

21 

1144 

855 

594 

329 

148 

157 

3248 

1947 

843 

720 

216 

100 

• 

258 

67 

2204 

The  above  figures  do  not  include  227  children  who  were  partially 
protected,  i.e.,  failed  to  attend  for  the  second  injection. 


“  Boosting  ”  Doses  :  230  injections  were  given  at  school  entry  age 
to  children  who  had  previously  been  immunised,  as  compared  with 
176  in  the  previous  year. 

Mobile  Immunisation  Unit  :  Completed  immunisations,  289 ; 
Partial  Immunisations,  73  ;  (these  cases  were  completed  at  the 
Central  Clinic)  Boosting  doses,  39. 

Propaganda  continued  as  in  previous  years. 

Health  Visitors. — There  are  1  Superintendent  Health  Visitor 
and  17  health  visitors  on  the  staff.  One  health  visitor  continued  to 
do  full  time  duty  at  the  V.D.  Department  of  the  Royal  Infirmary. 

During  the  year,  health  visitors  paid  44,769  visits  to  homes  in 
addition  to  attendances  at  Welfare  Centres,  Ante-natal  Clinics  and 
Special  Clinics.  Details  of  visits  are  given  in  the  table  on  page  18. 

Municipal  Midwifery  Service. — Ther£  are  1  Non-Medical 
Supervisor  and  21  midwives  on  the  established  staff. 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  were  attended  by  Municipal 
Midwives  : — 

Midwifery  cases  1,496  requiring  20,766  nursing  visits. 

Maternity  cases  292  requiring  2,965  nursing  visits. 

Ante-natal  visits  to  patients,  7,938. 

Post-natal  visits  to  patients,  2,876. 

Since  17th  June,  1947,  patients  who  were  discharged  from  the 
General  Hospital  before  the  completion  of  the  puerperium,  have  been 
notified  to  the  Health  Office  and  Municipal  Midwives  have  followed 
up  these  cases.  There  were  558  nursing  visits  paid  to  these  patients. 
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Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. — All  the  Municipal  Midwives  are 
qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air  analgesia.  78  cases  received  gas 
and  air  analgesia  during  the  year. 


District  Nursing  Association. — The  following  cases  were 
taken  by  midwives  of  the  District  Nursing  Association  : — 

Midwifery  cases  558  requiring  14,198  nursing  visits. 

Maternity  cases  270  requiring  6,213  nursing  visits. 

Ante-natal  visits  to  patients  6,624. 

Post-natal  visits  to  patients  2,145. 

Gas  and  air  analgesia  was  administered  in  30  cases. 


Sunderland  Second  Period  Training  School. — The  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  second  period  training  of  pupil  midwives  continued  as 
previously.  36  pupils  completed  their  training  and  32  were  successful 
in  obtaining  their  C.M.B.  certificate. 


Premature  Infants.- — There  were  132  notifications  of  premature 
•  births.  Neo-natal  deaths  in  these  infants  =  32,  viz.  : — 


Prematurity 
Marasmus 
Atelectasis 
Congenital  heart 


...  24  (10  dying  aged  less  than  24  hr.) 
...  2 
. . .  3 

...  3 


Home  Helps.— Home  helps  were  employed  in  150  cases. 


Domestic  Helps. — Domestic  help  was  given  in  95  homes.  The 
assistance  varied  from  a  few  hours  daily  to  full-time  service  for 
several  weeks  dependent  upon  the  necessity  of  the  case. 

Ultra-Violet  Radiation. — 396  mothers  and  children  made 
9,962  attendances  for  U.V.R.  treatment  at  the  Health  Department 
and  71  pre-school  children  made  1,142  attendances  at  the  Southwick 
School  Clinic. 

Treatment  was  given  for  the  following  conditions  : — 


Health  Dept. 
Thornholme. 

Southwick. 

Rickets  ... 

150 

33 

General  Debility 

164 

27 

Bronchitis 

10  ... 

2 

Delayed  Dentition 

37 

8 

Anaemia  ... 

12 

— 

Adenitis . 

5 

1 

Pinks  Disease  ... 

1 

— 

Alopecia... 

7 

— 

Anaemia  of  Pregnancy 

10 

396 

71 
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Minor  Ailments  Clinic. — 124  pre-school  children  made  680 
attendances. 

Dental  Treatment. — 189  pre-school  children  made  230  attend¬ 
ances.  301  extractions  were  done. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. — 173  pre-school  children  suffering  from 
defective  vision  were  examined  and  glasses  were  prescribed  in  82 
cases 

Infant  Life  Protection  Act. — 5  children  were  under  supervision 
at  the  end  of  1947. 

N.S.P.C.C. — The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department  and 
the  local  Inspector  of  this  Society  continued  to  work  in  close  co¬ 
operation.  Six  new  cases  were  referred  to  him. 

The  Adoption  of  Children  (Regulation)  Act,  1939.— Two 

persons  gave  notice  under  Section  7(3).  Total  number  of  children 
in  respect  of  whom  notice  was  given  under  Section  7(3)  was  9. 

Four  children  were  under  supervision  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Illegitimate  Children. — Unmarried  expectant  mothers  and 
married  women  expecting  illegitimate  children  are  referred  from  the 
Ante-natal  Clinics  to  the  Moral  Welfare  Officer.  There  were  98  cases 
in  1947  : — 

Unmarried  mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Married  women  with  illegitimate  babies  ...  4 
Widows  with  illegitimate  children  ...  ...  2 

11  babies  were  handed  over  for  adoption. 

Home  for  Unmarried  Mothers. — The  Parker  Memorial  Home. 
Kayll  Road,  is  expected  to  be  opened  in  1948.  There  will  be  accom¬ 
modation  for  staff  and  12  girls  and  their  babies.  The  patients  will 
be  referred  to  the  General  Hospital  for  delivery. 

Registration  of  Nursing  Homes. — One  nursing  home  is  on 
the  register.  No  unregistered  homes  were  discovered  during  the 
year,  and  no  applications  for  registration  were  received. 

Surgical  Appliances. — Surgical  appliances  were  supplied  to 
expectant  mothers  and  pre-school  children  at  a  cost  of  £30  15s.  Od. 

Insulin. — 66  persons  received  Insulin  free  of  cost  during  the  year. 
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Blind  Persons’  Act. — 97  visits  were  paid  to  77  persons  on  the 

i  partially  blind  register.  14  new  patients  were  added  to  the  register, 
j|8  removed  from  the  Borough,  1  died,  1  was  transferred  to  the  Blind 

ii  Register,  and  2  transferred  to  hospital. 

Day  Nurseries. — St.  Mark’s  Day  Nursery,  Chester  Road  and 
j  Thompson  Park  Day  Nursery  both  admit  children  from  0 — 5  years, 
)iand  have  accommodation  at  each  nursery  for  50  children.  There  are 
ulong  waiting  lists  for  both  nurseries,  and  admission  is  allowed  only 
•[for  priority  cases,  i.e.,  children  whose  mothers  are  working  in 
a  essential  industries  and  hospitals. 

Nutrition  Grants. — Free  grants  were  given  for  medical  reasons 
>  to  cases  of  hardship  and  only  as  a  temporary  measure.  They  were — 


Dried  milks 
Chocolate  milks 
Glucose  D. 

Malt  preparations 


...  4  lbs. 


...If  lbs. 
...50  lbs. 


30  lbs. 


VISITS  MADE  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS. 
Feeding  Revisits  Opthalmia  Neonatorum  Ante-natal 
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212  371 


WORK  DONE  BY  MUNICIPAL  MIDWIVES 


Midwife. 

No.  of  Midwifery 

Cases 

No.  of  Maternity 
Cases 

Number  of  Medical  Aids. 

Transferred  to 

General  Hospital 

Trans,  to  Hosp. 

for  Inf.  Diseases 

Transferred  to 

Royal  Infirmary 

Transferred  to 

M.  &  S'wick  Hos. 

Death  of  Baby 

Still  Birth 

Source  of 

Infection 

Children’s 

Hospital 

Artificial 

Feeding 

Eye  Infirmary 

Ruptured 

Perineum 

Delayed 

Labour 

Mal- 

presentation 

Mis-carriage 

Pyrexia 

Illness  of 

Mother 

Illness  of 

Baby 

Adherent 

Placenta 

Haemorrhage 

Discharge  of 

Eyes 

o 

•  H 

-p 

0) 

A 

S 

8 

5 

Eclampsia 

Placenta 

Praevia 

Total 

L.  Brown  . 

126 

41 

14 

8 

« _ 

1 

_ 

1 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

4 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

— 

— 

1 

G.  Butler  . 

71 

9 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

" 

D.  O.  Gibson  . 

90 

6 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

K.  Harper . 

141 

23 

17 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

— 

2 

— 

- 

— 

— 

28 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

E.  Laverick  . 

61 

24 

7 

6 

13 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

E.  Lynn  . 

100 

6 

7 

11 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

27 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

H.  Laverick  . 

72 

27 

6 

3 

1 

- 

— 

1 

2 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

1 

- 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

B.  Stephenson  . 

57 

4 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

J.  E.  Robinson 

93 

17 

14 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

L.  Robinson  . 

102 

11 

12 

4 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

24 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

N.  Steer . 

99 

61 

20 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

5 

- 

W.  Iveson  . 

55 

10 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

- 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

A.  Feetham  . 

3 

M.  Hutchinson  . 

58 

5 

6 

o 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

9 

E.  Pickering  . 

67 

13 

21 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M.  Hourigan . 

19 

1 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

- 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

M.  Grove  . 

19 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

I.  Cameron  . 

31 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

- 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

E.  C.  Robson  . 

75 

7 

11 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

F.  Seed  . 

7 

2 

I.  Taylor  . 

47 

3 

4 

2 

— 

1 

— 

- 

1 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M.  Robertson 

95 

14 

12 

5 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

23 

3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

3 

— 

E.  Scott  . 

8 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

District  Nurses  . 

558 

270 

93 

24 

8 

8 

10 

19 

26 

2 

11 

14 

— 

— 

- 

215 

21 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 
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SECTION  D. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water.  The  source  of  supply  remains  unchanged,  and  the 
quality  and  quantity  satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  4-81  miles  of  new  sewers  were  laid 
during  the  year  under  review  by  the  Borough  Surveyor.  During 
the  year  30  feet  of  cast-iron  drains  and  2,032  feet  of  stoneware  drains 
;  have  been  laid  ;  and  new  cast-iron  soil  and  ventilation  pipes  to  the 
|  extent  of  426  feet  have  also  been  fixed. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  No  action  has  been  taken  for  the 
i  prevention  of  pollution  of  the  River  Wear  which  takes  the  effluent 
from  13  sewers. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  River  Wear  is  a  tidal  river  and  taking 
:  sewage,  little  can  be  done  to  prevent  or  mitigate  pollution. 

Closet  Accommodation.  During  the  year  310  broken  or 
otherwise  defective  watercloset  basins  were  replaced  by  new  wash¬ 
down  pedestal  basins. 

Below  will  be  found  a  table  showing  the  conveniences  in  the 
:  Borough  at  the  end  of  1947  : — 

Houses,  etc.,  with  waterclosets  and  movable 

ashbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36,859 

Houses,  etc.,  with  ashpits,  privies  and  ashpits, 

pan  privies,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  76* 

*These  are  not  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  a  sewer. 

Public  Cleansing.  The  amount  of  refuse  removed  during 
the  year  was  88,723  tons,  viz.  :  house  refuse  collection  73,704  tons, 
salvage  2,140  tons,  street  scavenging  12,879  tons.  In  addition, 
65,422  gullies  were  emptied. 

The  arrangement  for  removal  of  house  refuse  remains  efficient, 
the  whole  of  the  removal  being  carried  out  by  means  of  closed  carts, 
most  of  which  are  motor  driven. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  The  number  of  visits  made 
during  the  period  under  review  by  the  District  Inspectors  (including 
inspections,  advisory  visits,  etc.)  was  12,019. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  BY  THE 
DISTRICT  INSPECTORS 


Houses 

and 

Premises  : 
visits  or 
examain- 
tions  on 
account  of 


< 


Infectious  Disease  .  352 

Infectious  Disease  Contacts  .  27 

Alleged  Nuisances  (Unfounded  complaints  52) .  3,058 

House  to  house  work  .  68 

Housing  Acts  .  209 

Occupants .  51 

Drainage  .  848 

Work  in  progress  .  5,635 

Information  (Ownerships,  etc.)  .  439 

Appointments  or  advice .  274 

Common  Lodging  Houses .  16 

Schools  (Inspection  of  conveniences,  etc.) .  1 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences  (including  licensed  houses,  places  of 

entertainment,  etc.)  .  7 

Vans,  tents,  etc .  7 

Stables,  etc .  8 

Offensive  Trades  .  22 

Streams,  ditches,  etc .  2 

Other  visits  and  inspections .  995 


Total  Inspections  ....  12,019 
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NOTICES  SERVED  IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF  NUISANCES,  &c., 
FOUND  DURING  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS. 


Intimation 

Statutory 

CO 

Nature  of  Notice 

• 

Own¬ 

er 

Occu¬ 

pier 

Own¬ 

er 

Occu¬ 

pier 

^  o 

o  *-£ 

hi 

To— 

Cleanse  or  repair  drains  . 

10 

1 

245 

256 

Renew  drains  . 

8 

1 

15 

_ 

24 

Renew  defective  watercloset  basin.... 

5 

1 

205 

_ _ 

211 

Cleanse  dirty  watercloset  basin  . 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Cleanse  dirty  floor,  seat,  etc.,  of  water- 
closet  . 

2 

2 

4 

Repair  seat,  roof,  door  of  watercloset 

211 

68 

_ 

279 

Renew  or  repair  flushing  cistern  . 

10 

— 

132 

— 

142 

>>  >>  >>  . 

18 

— 

55 

— 

73 

Provide  additional  watercloset (s)  .... 

12 

— 

4 

— 

16 

Provide  water  supply  to  watercloset 

22 

— 

46 

— 

68 

Abolish  waste  watercloset  . 

— 

— 

_ 

_ • 

___ 

Abolish  privies  and  substitute  water- 
closets  . 

Repair  or  renew  soil  or  vent  pipe  .... 

9 

— 

8 

— 

17 

,,  ,,  bath  waste  pipe 

15 

— 

— 

15 

,,  ,,  lavatory  waste  pipe 

4 

— 

4 

— 

8 

,,  ,,  sink  waste  pipe  . 

25 

— 

5 

— 

30 

Provide  new  urinal  . 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

Repair  or  cleanse  urinal  . 

1 

4 

— 

— 

5 

Abolish  ashpit  and  provide  dustbin 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Repair  or  renew  dustbin  . 

150 

— 

13 

— 

163 

Provide  additional  dustbin  (s)  . 

40 

— 

5 

— 

45 

Cleanse  dirty  rooms  or  houses  . 

4 

18 

1 

7 

30 

Cleanse  dirty  bedding,  etc . 

— 

6 

— 

— 

6 

Limewash  staircase  walls,  yards  walls, 
conveniences,  etc . 

3 

3 

Repair  windows,  walls,  floors, 

ceilings,  etc . 

941 

247 

1,188 

Remedy  damp  walls . 

376 

— 

98 

— 

474 

Provide  light  and  ventilation  . 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Repair  roof  . 

561 

— 

153 

— 

714 

Repair  or  renew  spouts  . 

386 

— 

137 

523 

Abate  overcrowding  . 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Provide  domestic  water  supply  . 

23 

— 

2 

— 

25 

Provide  or  repair  yard  pavement  .... 

49 

— 

12 

— 

61 

Cleanse  yard  pavement . 

2 

3 

— 

— 

5 

Remove  offensive  accumulations  .... 

6 

2 

3 

— 

11 

Remove  manure  . 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Abate  nuisance  from  the  keeping  of 
animals,  etc . 

8 

8 

Provide  or  renew  manure  pit  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pave  or  repair  stable  or  byre  floor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cleanse  streams,  ditches,  etc . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Abate  other  nuisances  . 

569 

25 

105 

— 

699 

Totals . 

3,477 

67 

1,566 

7 

5,117 
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DRAIN  TESTING. 


Nature  of  Test 

Water 

Chem¬ 

ical 

Smoke 

Total 

Defective 

On  Request 

26 

1 

6 

33 

8 

On  Complaint  .... 

18 

7 

6 

31 

18 

On  Suspicion  of  Nuisance  .... 
On  Account  of  Infectious 

19 

1 

2 

22 

17 

Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Work  in  Progress 

223 

— 

28 

251 

44 

Retested 

47 

— 

— 

47 

— 

TOTALS  .... 

333 

9 

42 

384 

87 

NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  WORK  PERFORMED. 


Drains  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  295 

Drains  renewed  (length)  : —  ft. 

Metal  4  in.  . 30 

Stoneware  6  in . 92 

Stoneware  4  in . 1940 

Watercloset  basin  renewed  ...  ...  ...310 

Watercloset  basin  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  23 


Watercloset  floor,  seat,  etc.,  cleansed .  18 

Watercloset  seat,  roof,  door  repaired . 179 

Watercloset  cistern  renewed  or  repaired  ...  136 
Watercloset  flushpipe  renewed  or  repaired  ...  72 

Watercloset  additional  provided  ...  ...  19 

Watercloset  water  supply  provided  ...  ...  68 

Waste  watercloset  abolished  . — 

Privy  abolished  and  watercloset  substituted  ...  — 

Soil  or  vent  pipe  repaired  or  renewed  (length) 

426  ft.  ... 

Bath  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  16 

Lavatory  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  5 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  31 

New  urinal  provided  .  5 

Urinal  repaired  and  cleansed  .  15 

Ashpit  abolished  and  dustbin  provided  ...  1 

Dustbin  repaired  or  renewed  . 148 

Dustbin  additional  provided  .  41 

Dirty  rooms  or  houses  cleansed  39 

Dirty  Bedding,  etc.,  cleansed  .  6 

Staircase  walls,  yard  walls,  conveniences,  etc., 

limewashed .  6 

Windows,  walls,  floors,  ceiling,  etc.,  repaired  ...1106 
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Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  263 

Light  and  Ventilation  provided  ...  ...  ...  — 

Roof  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  470 

Spouts  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  369 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Domestic  water  supply  provided  ...  ...  30 

Yard  pavement  provided  or  repaired  .  38 

Yard  pavement  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  21 

Manure,  etc.,  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Keeping  of  animals,  nuisance  abated  ...  ...  14 

Manure  pit  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  1 

Stable  or  byre  floors  paved  or  repaired  ...  — 

Streams,  ditches,  etc.,  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...514 


Legal  Proceedings.  No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  by 
my  Department  during  the  year  under  review,  but  action  was  taken 
by  the  Food  Executive  Officer  in  respect  of  deficiencies  of  meat  in 
six  samples  of  sausage  and  sausage  meat  obtained  for  him  by  the 
Sampling  Officer  of  my  Department.  The  deficiencies  in  these 
samples  and  the  action  taken  are  as  follows  : — 


Sample  of  pork  sausage  No.  136 
Sample  of  beef  sausage  No.  137 


Sample  of  pork  sausage  No.  139 
Sample  of  beef  sausage  No.  140 
Sample  of  beef  sausage  meat  No. 
Sample  of  beef  sausage 


...  18-6%  deficient  in  meat 
content.  Fined  £20  and 
£1  Is.  Od.  costs. 

...  6-2%  deficient  in  meat  con¬ 
tent.  Letter  of  caution 
from  the  Food  Executive 
Officer. 

4..  19-8%  deficient  in  meat 
content.  Fined  £20  and 
£1  Is.  Od.  costs. 

...  20-8%  deficient  in  meat 
content.  Fined  £20  and 
£1  Is.  Od.  costs. 
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meat  No.  204 


13-2%  deficient  in  meat 
content.  Fined  £10  and 
£1  Is.  Od.  costs. 

deficient  in  meat 
content.  Fined  £20  and 
£1  Is.  Od.  costs. 


34-8% 


Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  are  only  three  common 
lodging-houses  in  the  Borough,  and  these  provide  accommodation 
for  268  lodgers.  The  high  standard  of  cleanliness  and  conduct  was 
again  maintained  as  in  former  years. 
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Offensive  Trades.  The  number  of  establishments  carrying 
on  offensive  trades  in  the  Borough  is  as  follows  : — 

Skin  (Gut  and  Casings)  Preparing  Houses .  1 

Fish  Curing  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Marine  Stores  (Rag  and  Bone,  etc.,  dealers)  ...  4 

Hide  and  Skin  Warehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Tripe  Preparers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Knackery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Plans.  The  practice  of  all  plans  for  new  buildings  being  sub¬ 
mitted  to  this  office  for  examination  in  relation  to  sanitary  works 
has  been  continued  through  the  year.  This  is  an  important  connec¬ 
tion  between  the  Building  Surveyor  and  the  Health  Department. 
The  total  number  of  plans  examined  and  commented  upon  was  481. 


DRAINAGE  WORK  IN  CONNECTION  WITH 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 


The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the 
Inspector  engaged  for  this  particular  branch  of  the  Department. 
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Totals  Figures  indicate  Number  of  Running  Feet  65631 
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Rat  Repression.  Particulars  of  the  work  done  by  the  two 
Borough  Rat  Catchers  are  given  in  the  subjoined  table 

Premises  inspected  on  receipt  of  complaint .  449 

Rats  caught  by  traps,  or  killed  by  hand  or  poisoned...  4879 
Number  of  poison  baits  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...10413 

Number  of  traps  set  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5065 

Visits  for  purpose  of  observation,  work  in  progress  or 

work  done  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2934 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1926.  There  are  no  premises  in 
the  Borough  where  rag  flock  is  actually  manufactured,  although 
it  is  used  by  a  number  of  firms  in  the  process  of  their  particular 
trade.  No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  under  review. 

Camping  Sites.  There  are  no  sites  in  the  Borough  licensed 
for  this  particular  purpose. 

Smoke  Abatement.  Twenty-nine  observations  were  made  on 
the  chimneys  of  five  premises  during  the  year. 

There  is  little  change  from  the  previous  year  as  regards  atmo¬ 
spheric  pollution  owing  to  the  poor  class  of  coal  and  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  delivery  of  new  boiler  plant. 

In  one  case,  a  semi-Government  Company  have  been  asked  to 
raise  the  chimney  of  a  factory  on  a  factory  estate,  but  nothing  has 
yet  been  done. 

Another  firm  whose  plans  for  a  new  boiler  plant  have  been  passed 
are  awaiting  delivery  of  the  new  plant.  Meanwhile  the  two  chimneys 
of  these  firm’s  are  causing  frequent  heavy  atmospheric  pollution 
from  smoke. 

WELLS.  Highfield  Institution.  Two  samples  of  water  were 
taken  during  the  year.  One  was  certified  by  the  Bacteriologist  as 
“  doubtful,”  and  the  repeat  sample  was  certified  “  bad.”  This 
supply  was  discontinued,  and  subsequent  investigations  showed 
that  water  supplied  to  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water 
Company  (who  direct  a  portion  of  the  supply  to  the  Institution) 
by  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  was  heavily  contaminated. 
This  matter  was  corrected  and  the  supply  was  quickly  rendered  safe. 
The  contamination  was  believed  to  be  due  to  the  Summer  drought. 

Cherry  Knowle  Hospital.  Two  samples  were  taken  during  the 
year,  and  one  was  certified  as  “  doubtful.”  The  repeat  sample 
was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Mayfair  Dairies.  Supply  discontinued  owing  to  breakdown 
of  pumping  machinery.  No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 

North-Eastern  Breweries.  Two  samples  of  water  were  taken 
from  two  bore  holes  in  view  of  the  doubtful  samples  obtained  from 
Highfield  Institution  and  Cherry  Knowle  bore  holes.  Both  samples 
were  certified  as  satisfactory. 

Baths  Water.  I  hree  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  High 
Street  Baths,  one  of  which  was  certified  by  the  Bacteriologist  as 
unsatisfactory.  The  matter  was  reported  to  the  Borough  Surveyor 
and  subsequent  samples  were  certified  satisfactory. 


THE  SHOPS  ACT,  1934  (SECTION  10). 

The  following  work  has  been  performed  by  the  Inspector 
appointed  for  the  purpose  : — 


Sub-Sections 

Notices  served 

Total 

served 

Com¬ 

plied 

with 

Total 

Intimation 

Statutory 

To  provide  and  maintain  suitable 
ventilation  .... 

To  provide  and  maintain  reasonable 
temperature 

1 

1 

2 

To  provide  and  maintain  suitable  and 
sufficient  sanitary  accommodation 

11 

2 

13 

11 

To  provide  suitable  and  sufficient 
lighting  . 

To  provide  and  maintain  facilities 
for  meals  .... 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Totals 

13 

4 

17 

11 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  (IN  RELATION  TO  BUSINESS 

PREMISES). 


Notices  served 

Notices 

complied  with 

Intimation 

Statutory 

To  abate  nuisances 

42 

11 

49 

PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933. 

69  persons  or  companies  and  106  premises  are  registered  with 
the  Local  Authority  as  “  listed  sellers  ”  of  poisons  (Part  2). 

120  visits  have  been  paid  for  the  purpose, of  examining  the 
packing  and  labelling  of  poisons. 

11  persons  were  detected  offering  for  sale  packages  containing 
Part  II.  poisons  improperly  labelled.  Verbal  warning  was  given  to 
each  person  concerned  and  advice  given  in  connection  with  labelling 
and  storage. 

Wholesalers  co-operated  by  selling  these  poisons  only  to  persons 
holding  the  necessary  licence. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  necessary  under  this  Act. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  1938,  Section  13. 

118  inspections  were  made  under  this  Section,  which  lays  down 
conditions,  etc.,  for  rooms,  shops,  bakehouses,  warehouses,  and  pie 
making  establishments  not  covered  by  the  Factory  Acts. 

An  arrangement  was  flrawn  up  between  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Local  Office  and  the  Health  Department  whereby  a  certificate  was 
issued  as  to  the  suitability  or  otherwise  of  premises  respecting 
which  application  had  been  made  to  sell  food. 


FACTORY  ACT,  1937,  AND  THE  SANITARY 
ACCOMMODATION  REGULATIONS,  1938. 


Premises 

Inspections 

'  . 

Notices  served 

Factories  (Power) 

42 

23 

Factories  (Non-Power) 

111 

71 

Other  premises  under  the  Act— Electrical 

Power  Station,  Building  sites,  etc . 

14 

" 

Totals 

167 

94 

N.B. — No  routine  visits  were  made  under  the  above-named  Act  and 
Regulations  between  March  1st  and  December  31st. 


SUNDERLAND  CORPORATION  ACT,  1935,  SECTION  276. 

Complaints  under  this  heading  are  increasing.  Many  bakers, 
fish  friers,  etc.,  are  installing  machines — refrigerators,  mixers,  ex¬ 
tractors,  compressors,  etc.,  which  are  causing  a  certain  amount  of 
nuisance  from  the  noise  they  make,  particularly  during  normal 
sleeping  hours. 

Much  success  has  been  achieved  in  abating  these  nuisances  and 
the  traders  concerned  have  given  every  help  in  this  regard. 


FACTORY  ACTS,  1937  (OUTWORKERS). 

Work  under  this  heading  has  been  suspended  owing  to  shortage 
of  staff. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937,  AND  THE  SANITARY 
ACCOMMODATION  REGULATIONS,  1938. 
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1 .  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health,  including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  under  this  Act.  An  effort 
has  been  made  to  bring  the  list  of  factories,  required  by  the  Act 
up-to-date,  many  factories  having  changed  ownership  or  the 
business  having  been  transferred  elsewhere  during  the  year. 


Premises 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

FACTORIES  with  mechanical  power  . 

111 

71 

— 

FACTORIES  without  mechanical  power . 

42 

23 

— 

OTHER  PREMISES  under  the  Act  (In¬ 
cluding  works  of  Building  and  Engin¬ 
eering  Construction  but  not  including 
outworkers’  premises)  . 

14 

Totals . 

167 

94 

— 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 
of  defects 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

in  respect 
of  which 
prosecut¬ 
ions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . 

84 

84 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  . 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sanitary  (  insufficient  . 

14 

13 

— 

— 

Conveniences  -j  unsuitable  or  defective.... 

46 

40 

— 

— 

(s  (not  separate  for  sexes.... 

7 

6 

— 

— 

Other  Offences  : — 

(Not  including  offences  relating 
to  Home  Work  or  offences  under 
the  Section  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Workshops  Trans¬ 
fer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921,  and 
re-enacted  in  the  Third  Schedule 
to  the  Factories  Act,  1937)  . 

Total  . 

161 

151 

2 

— 

30 


SECTION  E. 
HOUSING. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1947. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  . 533 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 


(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


2603 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ...  2854 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 
head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  161 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  housese  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  1100 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  . 1393 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  78 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  63 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 
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B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  2043 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  . . 1571 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  92 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  26 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  12 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
mcLde  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 
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SECTION  F. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply.  Supervision  has  been  continued  of  all  premises 
where  milk  is  produced,  pasteurised,  stored  or  sold,  and  the  clean¬ 
liness  of  these  premises  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained. 

With  regard  to  the  comments  in  my  last  Annual  Report  with 
respect  to  the  increased  sale  of  milk  in  bottles  by  dairymen  instead 
of  by  the  older  method  of  measuring  loose  milk  from  churns,  it  is 
a  matter  for  satisfaction  that  premises  have  been  obtained  by  many 
local  dairymen  for  this  purpose,  and  the  alterations  as  well  as  the 
installation  of  the  necessary  plant  only  await  licences,  etc.,  from  the 
responsible  Government  Departments/ 

Cows  and  Cowsheds.  The  total  number  of  farms  visited 
for  the  purpose  of  inspection  of  cows  and  cowsheds  was  12  ;  the 
total  number  of  visits  paid  was  68  ;  and  the  number  of  cowsheds 
inspected  was  20. 

One  farm  was  visited  frequently  on  account  of  failure  to  cleanse 
the  cows,  and  a  much  higher  standard  of  cleanliness  is  now  being 
maintained. 


REGISTERED  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Cowkeepers  inside  the  Borough...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Cowsheds  inside  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Dairymen  inside  the  Borough .  51 

Cowkeepers  outside  the  Borough  registered  for  sale  of  milk 

within  the  Borough .  15 

Dairymen  outside  the  Borough  registered  for  sale  of  milk 

within  the  Borough .  3 

Milkshops — 

Ordinary  .  4 

In  sealed  bottles  only  . .  290 

-  294 


Dairy  Farms,  Dairies  and  Milkshops.  The  following  tables 
show  the  number  of  registered  Dairy  Farms,  Dairies  and  Milkshops 
in  the  Borough  on  the  31st  December,  1947  : — 
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DAIRY  FARMS  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

Number  of  Dairy  Farms  in  the  Borough  on  the  Register 

on  the  31st  December,  1946  .  12 

Number  added  to  Register  during  the  year  ...  — 

Number  removed  from  Register  during  the  year  ...  — 

Number  on  Register  on  31st  December,  1947  ...  12 


DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

Number  of  Dairies  and  Milkshops  in  the  Borough 

on  the  Register  on  the  31st  December,  1946  ...  343 

Number  added  to  Register  during  the  year  ...  5 

Number  removed  from  Register  during  the  year  ...  3 

Number  on  Register  on  31st  December,  1947  ...  345 

The  following  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  by  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Inspector  in  connection  with  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  : — 

To  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

To  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  326 

To  Railway  Stations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

NUMBER  OF  MILK  SAMPLES  SUBJECTED  TO 
ANALYTICAL  EXAMINATION  FOR  THE  ESTIMATE 
OF  MILK  FAT,  NON-FATTY  SOLIDS  OR  ADDED 
WATER  ;  METHYLENE  BLUE  REDUCTION  TEST, 
PHOSPHATE  TEST,  COLIFORM  TEST,  AND 
BIOLOGICAL  TEST  DURING  1947. 


Chemical  Analysis 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Accredited  Milk 

Biological  Examination 

Non-designated  Milk  ... 
Designated  Milk 


124 


20 

5 


17 

9 
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MILK  SAMPLES  TAKEN  FOR  BIOLOGICAL 
TEST.  SOURCES  OF  SUPPLY. 


Local 

Farmers 

Local  Dairymen 
per 

Durham 

Yorks 

Total 

No. 

Positive 

Rail 

Farmers 

18 

1 

7 

26 

— 

26 

Nil 

Number  of  Samples  taken  under  Ministry  of  Food 
Regulation  55G  (Heat  Treatment  Scheme). 


Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Heat  Treated  Milk  .  10 

Sterilized  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

44 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS, 
1936-46  and  REGULATION  55G  (HEAT  TREATMENT 

SCHEME). 


Results  of  samples  of  designated  and  heat  treated  milks  taken 
during  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  bacterial  examination. 

Samples  were  taken  from  two  ‘  producing  and  bottling  ’  estab¬ 
lishments,  one  ‘  producing  '  establishment,  two  ‘  pasteurising  ’ 
establishments  and  one  ‘  heat-treated  ’  milk  establishment. 

The  total  number  of  samples  taken  was  69,  and  these  are  classi¬ 
fied  below  : — 


Tuberc¬ 

ulin 

Tested 

Accred¬ 

ited 

Pasteur¬ 

ised 

Heat 

Treated 

Sterilised 

Total 

Satisfactory 

12 

3 

18 

6 

8 

47 

Unsatisfactory  .... 

8 

2 

8 

4 

— 

22 

Totals 

20 

5 

26 

10 

8 

69 

The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  followed  up  and  in  each  case 
repeat  samples  were  continued  until  satisfactory  results  wrere 
obtained. 


35 


GRADED  MILK  AND  ISSUE  OF  LICENCES 

Licences  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 

Regulations,  1936-1946.  ' 


Description  of  Licences 

Number  in 
force  on  31st 
Dec.,  1947. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Producers  . . 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested  Producers  and  Bottlers  . 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested  Bottlers  . 

2 

Tuberculin  Tested  Dealers  . 

38 

Accredited  Producers . 

1 

Accredited  Producers  and  Bottlers  . 

1 

Accredited  Bottlers  . 

_ _ 

Accredited  Dealers  . 

1 

Pasteurising  Establishments . 

2 

Pasteurised  Dealers  . 

2 

49 

ICE-CREAM  FACTORIES,  MERCHANTS  AND  DEALERS. 

Supervision  has  been  continued  of  all  premises  where  ice-cream 
is  manufactured,  stored  and  sold  ;  and  a  high  level  of  cleanliness, 
particularly  in  factories,  has  been  attained  and  maintained. 

The  coming  into  force  of  the  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regu¬ 
lations,  1947,  has  resulted  in  a  much  greater  attention  being  given 
to  ice-cream  factories  and  extensive  advice  given  to  manufacturers 
as  to  requirements  regarding  new  machinery  and  planning  of 
factories.  All  the  large  manufacturers  have  ordered  new  machinery. 
One  factory  is  expected  to  operate  with  new  machinery  about  the 
middle  of  1948  ;  other  factories  need  extension  in  order  to  house 
the  new  machinery  and  for  this,  building  licences  have  been  applied 
for  but  have  not  yet  been  obtained. 

Considerable  uncertainty  regarding  the  purchase  of  new  plant 
is  prevalent  among  the  smaller  manufacturers,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
this  will  be  disposed  of  early  in  1948. 


The  number  of  manufacturers  in  the  Borough  on  the  register  on 
31st  December,  1947,  was  25,  the  number  of  factories  22,  and  the 
number  of  retail  shops  61.  The  number  of  visits  to  the  premises  of 
manufacturers  and  vendors  during  the  year  was  1,503. 
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FOOD  POISONING. 

No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year  under 
review. 


ADULTERATION,  &c. 

The  number  of  samples  analysed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  for  the  Borough  during  the  year  was  209  and  these  may 
be  classified  as  follows  : — 

Percentage  of 
Number.  Total  Samples. 


Milk  . 

..  124 

59-33 

Butter  and  Margarine  .... 

. .  — - 

— 

Lard  . . . 

. .  — 

— 

Compound  Articles . 

8 

3-83 

Miscellaneous  Foods  . 

63 

30-14 

Drugs  . 

14 

6-70 

Of  the  209  samples  analysed,  17  (8-2  per  cent.)  were  non-genuine  ; 
while  in  1946  of  196  samples  examined  28  (14*2  per  cent.)  were 
non-genuine. 

In  12  cases,  letters  of  caution  were  sent  to  the  vendors  of  the 
samples.  In  five  cases  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  (by  the 
Food  Executive  Officer)  and  convictions  obtained. 

All  five  cases  concerned  the  sale  of  beef  and  pork  sausage  or 
meat  which  contained  less  than  50%  of  meat  prescribed  by  the 
Meat  Products  Order  made  by  the  Minister  of  Food. 


PHARMACY  AND  MEDICINES  ACT,  1941. 

The  samples  of  drugs  taken  were  also  examined  by  the  Public 
Analyst  under  the  above-named  Act,  and  in  one  case  a  letter  of 
caution  was  sent  to  the  vendor. 
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REPORT  OF  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  INSPECTOR. 


Visits 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

De¬ 

faults 

found 

Com¬ 

munica¬ 

tions 

Milk  : 

To  premises  for  inspection  for  registration 

5 

,,  premises  for  removal  from  register  .... 

3 

_ 

,,  inspect  milk  and  dairy  produce 

premises  . 

149 

7 

3 

,,  inspect  cowsheds  . 

68 

6 

1 

,,  inspect  retail  shops . 

177 

3 

1 

,,  examine  milk  churns  . 

977 

3 

3 

,,  examine  milk  vehicles  . 

89 

12 

12 

Ice-Cream  : 

To  inspect  vehicles  . 

36 

1 

1 

,,  ,,  manufacturers  premises  . 

939 

— 

,,  ,,  merchants  premises  . 

7 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  vendors  premises  . 

564 

9 

jLi 

2 

J  Food  and  Drug  Acts  : 

To  obtain  milk  samples . 

124 

10 

4 

,,  obtain  other  samples  . 

85 

1 

1 

Bacteriology  : 

To  obtain  milk  samples  . 

44 

22 

22 

,,  obtain  water  samples  . 

9 

4 

4 

Miscellaneous  : 

To  obtain  samples  of  fertilisers  and 

feeding  stuffs  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  visits  of  inspection . J 

439 

— 

— 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  and  the 
numbers  found  to  be  diseased  are  shown  in  the  following  tables  : — 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  NUMBER  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Slaughtered  and  inspected 

4860 

969 

696 

16779 

409 

Tuberculosis  : 

Carcases  condemned  .... 

4 

35 

1 

_ 

3 

Parts  or  organs  con¬ 
demned  . 

371 

544 

6 

9 

Percentage  of  tubercu¬ 
lous  carcases,  parts 
or  organs  . 

7.7 

59.7 

1.0 

_ 

2.8 

Other  diseases  : 

Carcases  condemned  .... 

3 

5 

7 

9 

Parts  or  organs  con¬ 
demned  (livers  chiefly) 

1960 

220 

3 

754 

65  j 

Percentages  . 

40.0 

22.0 

0.4 

4.0 

15.0  j 

In  addition,  43  goats  were  slaughtered. 
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DISEASED  CARCASES  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Totals; 

.... 

Tuberculosis  . 

4 

35 

1 

— 

o 

43 

Decomposition  . 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Emaciation  and  Dropsy . 

- 

— 

— 

3 

3 

6 

Fever,  Acute  . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

5 

Multiple  Tumours . 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

Pyaemia  . 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Septicaemia  . 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Septic  Pericarditis  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

.  .  . 

1 

Totals . 

4 

38 

6 

7 

12 

67 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  MEAT  AND  OFFAL  CONDEMNED. 


lbs. 

lbs. 

Beef . 

.  22,650 

Imported  Meat  : 

Veal  . 

.  271 

Beef 

2  533 

Mutton . 

.  443 

Mutton  . 

183 

Pork . 

.  1,540 

Pork  . 

8 

Offal  . 

.  74,681 

Total  Amount  :  45  tons  13  cwts.  1  qr.  25  lbs. 


All  emergency  slaughtered  animals  are  inspected  as  quickly  as 
possible  after  slaughter  ;  thus  any  notifiable  disease  can  be  reported 
immediately  and  suitable  precautions  taken.  Carcases  affected  with 
septicaemia  can  also  be  quickly  detected. 

When  an  emergency  slaughtered  carcase  is  condemned,  the 
owner  is  notified,  and  the  carcase  and  offal  retained  for  24  hours 
to  allow  the  owner  and  any  competent  witness  to  examine  the  car¬ 
case  if  the  decision  of  the  meat  inspector  is  to  be  questioned. 

After  long  delay,  a  meal  room  and  sanitary  accommodation  was 
provided  at  one  slaughter-house  ;  a  meal  room  at  a  second  slaughter¬ 
house,  and  plans  approved  for  the  third  slaughter-house  for  the 
repair  of  the  lairage  roof  and  provision  of  a  meal  room  and  sanitary 
accommodation., 

It  is  regretted  that  increased  accommodation  cannot  be  provided 
for  slaughtering,  so  as  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  slaughtering  at 
nights,  and,  in  Summer  and  Autumn,  also  frequently  on  Sundays. 

Institutions  and  canteens  receiving  supplies  through  the  Central 
Purchasing  Office  are  visited  to  ensure  that  meat  and  other  foodstuffs 

are  in  sound  condition,  and  to  check  the  supplies  with  the  invoices 
received. 
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Other  Foods  Condemned 


lbs. 

lbs. 

Tinned  meats 

.  5,329 

Cooked  meat  . 

67 

Tinned  vegetables 

.  9,107 

Poultry  . 

61 

Tinned  milk  . 

.  2,813 

Cured  fish  . 

98 

Tinned  fish . 

.  1,021 

Crabs  . . 

252 

Tinned  fruit  . 

.  1,939 

Bacon  . 

864 

Provisions  . 

.  4,931 

Cereals 

637 

Confectionery . 

.  169 

Wet  fish 

2  346 

Fruit . 

.  14,324 

Rabbits  . 

'252 

Vegetables  . 

.  11,312 

Dried  Fruits  . 

260 

Total 

amount  :  24  tons 

18  cwts.  6  lbs. 

All  condemned  meat  and  offal  is  collected  for  salvage  through 
arrangements  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  All  unsound  bacon 
and  fats  are  returned  to  Ministry  of  Food  salvage  centres.  Tinned 
goods  are  collected  by  the  Cleansing  Department  staff  for  disposal 
to  the  best  advantage. 

A  quantity  of  unsound  pears  was  seized  from  an  open-air  fruit 
stall  and  later  condemned  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  The  girl  in 
charge  of  the  stall  was  warned  to  sort  all  fruits  before  display  and 
the  owner  received  a  letter  of  warning, 

A  loaf  of  bread  purchased  by  a  householder  was  found  to  be 
contaminated  by  foreign  matter.  The  loaf  was  condemned  by  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  later  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  visited  the  bakery  where  the  loaf 
had  been  made,  and  the  investigation  showed  that  owing  to  excess 
greasing  of  a  loaf  moulding  machine,  surplus  grease  and  particles 
of  dried  dough  had  been  forced  into  and  contaminated  the  loaf. 

A  letter  of  warning  was  sent  to  a  pork  butcher  for  selling  unsound 
bacon.  Customers  affected  received  fresh  bacon. 

Calls  from  food  wholesalers,  retailers,  canteens,  etc.,  and  house¬ 
holders  to  examine  unsound  or  suspected  foodstuffs  numbered  573. 

In  many  cases  foodstuffs  in  containers  which  were  damaged  and 
unsuitable  for  retail  sale  were  diverted  to  canteens  and  institutions. 


Inspection  of  Foodstuffs. 
Number  of  Visits  to  Premises. 


Slaughterhouses .  1,480 

Wholesale  meat  depots  462 

Butcher  shops  .  624 

Meat  carrying  vehicles  ....  217 

Allotments  and  farms  ....  11 

Jam  Factory  .  6 

Ministry  of  Food  storage 

premises  .  18 

Tripe  preparers  .  12 

Gut  scrapers  .  12 

Premises,  re  licences  ....  10 


Wholesale  Provisions  ....  91 

Retail  Provisions  .  893 

Wholesale  fruiterers .  35 

Retail  fruiterers  .  84 

Fish  Shops  and  Stalls  ....  78 

Market  Stalls . .  64 

L.N.E.R.  Goods  Station  27 

Canteens  and  Institutions  121 

Private  Houses  .  18 

Other  visits  .  12 


A  number  of  verbal  notices  was  given  in  respect  of  accumulations 
of  rubbish,  dirty  rooms  and  utensils,  choked  drains,  etc.  All  nuis¬ 
ances  and  defaults  were  remedied  quickly. 
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SECTION  G. 
GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 


Dr.  Robb  reports  as  follows  : — 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  this,  the  17th  Annual  Report  of 
the  General  Hospital,  Sunderland,  for  the  year  ended  December,- 
1947. 

Dr.  C.  Russell  Corfield  retired  in  October  after  completing  twenty 
years  as  Medical  Superintendent  of  this  hospital.  Dr.  Corfield  was 
the  only  Medical  Superintendent  since  the  hospital  was  separated 
from  the  Poor  Law,  and  he  has  guided  and  watched  its  development 
in  size,  efficiency  and  importance  until  it  now  plays  an  active  part 
in  the  hospitalisation  of  this  County  Borough.  Had  he  remained 
only  another  few  months,  he  would  have  been  Medical  Superinten¬ 
dent  throughout  this  important  phase  in  the  hospital’s  development, 
and  he  would  have  been  very  happy  to  have  been  in  control  at  the 
time  when  the  hospital  was  incorporated  in  the  Scheme  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  Board  will  be  taking  over  a  hospital 
fully  equipped,  embracing  nearly  all  the  departments  of  modern 
hospital  practice,  well  staffed  with  permanent  Officers  and  Con¬ 
sultants,  and  efficiently  managed. 

Since  taking  over  from  Dr.  Corfield,  I  have  initiated  few  changes 
in  view  of  the  impending  re-grouping  of  hospitals  under  the  Regional 
Board,  when  major  alterations  in  hospital  organisation  may  be 
required. 

Work  of  the  Hospital 

IN-PATIENT  DEPARTMENT. 

The  work  of  the  various  departments  is  shown  in  detail  in  the 
statistical  tables  which  form  the  main  part  of  this  report.  The  total 
number  of  beds  was  471  up  till  April,  when  the  Male  Tuberculous 
patients  were  transferred  from  Ward  1 1  to  the  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases.  This  ward,  a  wooden  construction,  was  subsequently 
demolished,  leaving  the  total  bed  strength  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year  at  451.  This  figure  does  not  include  the  60  cots  in  the  Maternity 
Department. 

Despite  this  diminution  in  the  bed  strength,  the  total  number  of 
admissions  has  increased  over  the  previous  year,  by  nearly  300 
patients,  to  6,621.  This  figure  does  not  include  births  in  the 
Maternity  Department,  and  if  these  1,767  are  added,  as  in  previous 
annual  reports,  the  total  is  8,388 — an  increase  of  469. 
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The  average  number  of  beds  occupied  per  day  was  337  against 
368  in  1946,  but  this  drop  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the 
number  of  Tuberculosis  beds  was  reduced  in  April,  and  also  that 
the  average  stay  of  patients  has  been  further  reduced  to  16-6  days  as 
against  19  days  in  1946 — a  welcome  and  desirable  trend. 

Throughout  the  year  the  waiting  list  has  remained  more  or  less 
fluid,  and  no  patient  has  had  to  wait  for  any  lengthy  period  prior 
to  admission.  In  April,  some  fifty-eight  patients  were  transferred 
to  Cherry  Knowle  Emergency  Hospital  to  relieve  pressure  on  the 
waiting  list. 

OUT-PATIENT  DEPARTMENT. 

The  total  number  of  new  patients  admitted  to  the  out-patient 
department  was  9,598,  who  made  39,634  attendances.  With  the 
A.N.  and  P.N.  clinics  included,  the  figures  are  11,915  and  52,741 
respectively.  This  represents  an  increase  all  round. 

This  department  continues  to  work  under  high  pressure,,  and 
at  some  of  the  larger  clinics  the  department  is  crowded  out.  This 
year  the  local  Medical  Practitioners  have  been  circularised  with  a 
schedule  of  times  of  special  clinics  so  that  patients  are  not  incon¬ 
venienced  by  being  referred  on  the  wrong  days.  Much  useful 
work  in  the  way  of  investigations  and  treatment  can  be  carried  out 
in  this  department,  thereby  obviating  the  necessity  for  admission, 
and  is  an  important  factor  in  relieving  pressure  on  the  hospital  beds. 
In  the  future,  out-patient  practice  is  likely  to  be  increased,  and  the 
hospital  is  well  fitted  in  this  respect  to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
general  hospitalisation  of  the  area. 

MASSAGE. 

This  department  has  had  a  very  busy  year,  the  total  number  of 
patients  receiving  treatment  again  showing  a  considerable  increase, 
until  they  have  now  well  nigh  reached  saturation  point.  It  is 
already  known  that  the  premises  are  far  from  satisfactory,  but 
no  solution  is  apparent  in  the  near  future.  No  doubt  the  whole 
question  of  Physiotherapy  will  come  under  active  consideration 
after  the  new  grouping  of  hospitals  in  the  area  is  set  up.  During  the 
year  sanction  was  obtained  for  the  appointment  of  an  assistant 
Physiotherapist,  but  no  suitable  can  didate  was  obtained. 

On  the  31st  December,  Mr.  Arnold’s  period  of  service  was 
terminated,  but  he  is  being  retained  on  a  temporary  basis  until 
such  time  as  a  suitably  qualified  assistant  is  appointed. 

X-RAY  DEPARTMENT. 

7,589  cases  were  dealt  with  in  the  X-Ray  department  during 
the  year,  an  increase  of  some  6%  on  the  previous  year.  The  total 
number  of  screenings  also  showed  a  considerable  increase.  On 
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account  of  the  still  increasing  activity  of  the  department,  Dr. 
Mackay,  who  had  completed,  in  January,  a  Post-Graduate  Ex- 
Service  Personnel  Course,  was  appointed  assistant  Radiologist  to 
Dr.  Paige  Arnold  on  a  sessional  basis. 

The  apparatus  is  now  almost  ten  years  old,  and  on  several 
occasions  during  the  year,  there  were  breakdowns,  and  it  may  be 
that  in  the  near  future,  a  programme  of  major  replacements  may 
have  to  be  faced. 

LABORATORY. 

During  the  year  the  original  dispensary  in  the  main  building  was 
converted  to  a  small  Pathological  Laboratory,  and  already  most 
of  the  apparatus  has  been  installed.  Throughout  the  year,  Miss 
Oliver  has  carried  out  a  very  large  number  of  clinical  pathological 
examinations,  which  had  previously  been  done  at  the  main  labora¬ 
tory  at  the  Sunderland  Royal  Infirmary. 

The  appointment  of  a  full-time  Pathologist  has,  for  several 
years,  been  recognised  as  desirable,  but  considering  the  very  large 
amount  of  clinical  pathological  work  which  is  now  required  in  the 
practice  of  the  hospital,  this  appointment  has  become  an  urgent 
necessity.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  such  an  appointment  will  be  one 
of  the  early  considerations  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

DISPENSARY. 

During  the  past  year,  Mr.  Capstick,  our  Senior  Pharmacist, 
has  completely  reorganised  this  department,  and  the  attached 
Pharmaceutical  Store.  A  good  stock  has  been  carried  throughout 
the  year,  which  is  now  completely  indexed  and  catalogued.  In 
July  the  question  of  the  employment  of  apprentice  Pharmacists 
was  discussed  by  the  Hospital  Sub-Committee,  and  it  was  agreed  to 
circularise  the  Secondary  Schools,  drawing  the  attention  of  head 
teachers  to  these  vacancies.  A  number  of  names  were  submitted  by 
the  headmasters  of  the  Bede  and  Monkwearmouth  Central  Schools, 
but  none  of  the  suggested  candidates  came  up  to  the  standards 
required  by  the  Guild  of  Pharmacists.  With  Mr.  Capstick  and  Mr. 
Donkin,  both  Members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  we  are  entitled 
to  engage  three  apprentices.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  no  suitable 
candidates,  including  ex-Servicemen,  were  available,  but  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  in  the  coming  year,  at  least  two  suitable  persons  will 
be  obtained. 

The  facilities  for  training  Pharmacists  in  this  hospital  are  of  a 
very  high  order,  and  it  seems  to  me  a  pity  that  the  best  use  is  not 
being  made  of  them. 

OFFICE. 

I  he  administrative  and  clerical  side  of  the  hospital  has  increased 
immensely  over  the  past  few  years.  The  staff  consists  of  the  Sec¬ 
retary,  Mr.  J.  Birbeck,  Miss  Crowe  and  Miss  Bowmaker,  clerk 
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typists,  with  Mr.  A.  Purvis  holding  a  temporary  appointment  as 
Clerk  to  the  Records  department.  Mr.  Birbeck’s  chief  assistant 
was  Mr.  G.  Raine,  who  was  killed  on  active  service.  With  the  vol¬ 
ume  of  work  and  responsibility  in  this  important  section  of  the 
hospital,  an  experienced  first  assistant  to  Mr.  Birbeck  is  now  be¬ 
coming  imperative.  The  records  department  which  is  now  of  great 
importance  in  any  General  Hospital,  is  at  present  housed  in  very 
inadequate  premises,  which  is  part  of  the  hospital  office  itself,  and 
if  this  important  aspect  of  hospital  administration  is  to  be  efficiently 
carried  out,  additional  premises  and  additional  staff  will  have  to  be 
provided  in  the  near  future. 


ALMONER’S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  activities  of  this  department  have  expanded  rapidly  in  the 
last  few  years.  In  this  hospital  the  service  rendered  by  Miss  Gregory 
is  of  the  highest  importance,  and  the  volume  of  work  is  now  such 
that  it  can  no  longer  be  handled  efficiently  by  one  person.  I  should 
like  to  re-emphasise  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Corfield  in  the 
previous  report,  that  the  appointment  of  a  Junior  Clerk  specifically 
to  assist  in  this  sphere  of  work,  should  be  proceeded  with  at  an  early 
date. 

.  Throughout  the  year,  the  hospital  library  service  has  been 
conducted  mainly  by  Lady  Members  of  the  British  Red  Cross,  a 
service  which  is  highly  appreciated  by  the  patients.  At  the  request 
of  the  Hospital  Sub-Committee,  I  have  written  to  this  Society 
expressing  the  Committee’s,  and  Hospital’s  appreciation,  of  this 
service  so  willingly  rendered. 


CHAPLAIN. 

The  spiritual  welfare  of  the  patients,  has  been  well  cared  for  by 
the  Hospital  Chaplain’s  department,  embracing  all  denominations. 
Regular  services  and  communion  services  have  been  held.  Several 
baptisms  have  been  carried  out  and  the  sick  and  needy  have  been 
visited  regularly. 

This  is  another  service  provided  by  the  hospital  which  is  highly 
appreciated  by  the  majority  of  the  patients. 


ACADEMIC  SUCCESSES. 

Training  School  results  remain  highly  satisfactory  . 


Hospital  Examination  .  100%  Pass. 

State  Preliminary  Examination  .  ^84%  ,, 

State  Final  Examination  .  76-8%  ,, 


S.C.M.  (see  Mr.  Burke’s  report). 
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MEDICAL  STAFF. 

During  the  year  the  following  staff  changes  occurred  : — 

Dr.  Corfield,  the  Medical  Superintendent,  retired  in  October, 
and  Dr.  Robb,  the  Deputy  Medical  Superintendent,  was  promoted 
to  the  position.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  vacancy  thus  created 
by  the  promotion  of  Dr.  Robb,  had  not  been  filled. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  Dr.  Seed,  the  R.S.O.,  had  resigned 
to  become  Medical  Superintendent  at  Driffield,  and  this  vacancy 
was  eventually  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  T.  T.  Romans. 

Early  in  1947  the  establishment  of  Medical  Officers  was  increased, 
and  Dr.'  Hethcote  was  appointed  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  with 
duties  particularly  in  the  Maternity  and  Gynaecological  sections. 

In  October,  a  further  vacancy  was  created  for  an  Assistant 
Medical  Officer,  to  which  Dr.  Bleasby  was  appointed,  her  duties 
being  mainly  Anaesthetics. 

In  June,  Dr.  H.  Caldwell  was  appointed  to  the  post  of  House 
Surgeon  for  a  period  of  six  months,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  this 
vacancy  had  not  been  filled. 

In  addition  the  Hospital  Sub-Committee  had  sanctioned  the 
creation  of  a  post  of  House  Physician,  should  the  necessity  for  such 
an  appointment  arise  in  the  future.  With  the  volume  of  work  in 
the  Medical  side  increasing  steadily,  that  vacancy  will  have  to  J)e 
filled  in  the  near  future.  In  the  course  of  the  year,  opportunities 
for  post-graduate  study  and  refresher  courses  for  ex-Service  per¬ 
sonnel,  were  accorded  to  Drs.  Priceman,  Halson,  Hildrey  and 
Stobbs  on  their  return  from  the  Services,  and  these  doctors  con¬ 
tributed  considerably  to  the  work  and  efficiency  of  the  hospital  at 
the  same  time  gaining  for  themselves,  valuable  experience. 

The  figures  for  all  departments  of  the  General  Hospital  show 
the  same  steadily  increasing  trend  and  at  the  same  time  the  effici¬ 
ency  in  the  service  rendered  to  the  community  has  been  maintained. 
Without  increasing  the  total  number  of  beds,  there  is  little  room  for 
further  development  along  existing  lines. 

With  the  incorporation  of  the  hospital  into  the  Regional  Scheme, 
it  is  quite  possible  that  the  present  functions  of  the  hospital  may  be 
altered,  but  whatever  happens,  as  I  have  said  earlier  in  this  report, 
this  hospital  is  fully  capable  of  playing  an  active  and  important 
part  in  the  hospitalisation  of  the  area. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
service  rendered  to  the  hospital  by  its  staff ;  Doctors,  Chaplains, 
nursing,  administratives,  clerical,  technical,  artisan,  domestic  ind 
ancillary.  Without  their  active  co-operation,  the  work  of  the 
hospital  could  not  have  been  completed  with  efficiency.  I  am  quite 
certain  that  the  same  wholehearted  service  will  be  afforded  to  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board,  when  the  hospital  is  incorporated  next 
year. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  admissions  into  hospital  during 
the  year  : — 


1946 

1947 

Males . 

.  1043 

996 

Females . 

.  3903 

4192 

Children  to  16  years  . 

.  2973 

3200 

• 

7919 

8388 

The  following  table  shows  the  discharges  from  hospital  during 
the  year  : — 


Males  . 

.  1039 

1011 

Females . 

.  3919 

4200 

Children  to  16  years  . 

.  2995 

3200 

7953 

8411 

Summary  of  Deaths  : — 

Males . . 

.  218 

211 

Females . 

.  179 

208 

Children  to  16  years  . 

.  7 

8 

Infants  to  2  years  . 

. .  116 

123 

520 

550 

1946 

Average  daily  number  of  in-patients  (ex¬ 
cluding  babies  in  the  Maternity 
department)  ...  ...  ...  ...  368 

Average  stay  of  patients  in  days  ...  19 

Out-patients 

Total  number  of  patients  seen  in  this 
department  (including  Ante  and 
Post  Natal  cases)  ...  ...  ...  11,596 

Number  of  attendances  entailed  ...  50,887 


1947 


384-5 

16-6 


11,915 

52,741 


ELECTRO-THERAPEUTIC  DEPARTMENT. 

80  patients  made  1,367  attendances  for  U.V.R.  and  Kromayer 
treatments. 


MASSAGE  DEPARTMENT. 

To  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  479  cases  on  the  Register 
entailing  the  undermentioned  attendances  and  treatments  : 

From  Wards  3,907  attended  dept,  entailing  6,219  treatments. 
From  O.P.D.  3,419  ,,  ,,  ,,  7,188  ,, 


7,326 


13,407 
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CANCER  ACT,  1939. 

NORTH  OF  ENGLAND  CANCER  ORGANISATION. 

Cancer  Registration  for  1947 


Diagnosed  provisionally 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  139 

Outcome — 

Found  Non-Malignant 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Died  •••  •••  •« 

77 

Remaining  on  Register  at  end 

of  1947... 

61 

Total 

139 

FOLLOW-UP  CASES,  1947. 

By  Exam. 

By  Repc 

1st  year,  for  Cases  registered  1946 

31 

9 

2nd  year,  for  Cases  registered  1945 

...  6 

2 

Total 

37 

11 

MATERNITY  AND  GYNAECOLOGICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Burke  reports  : — 

In  the  year  1947  the  Maternity  Department  has  been  filled  to 
capacity,  and  the  total  number  of  patients  delivered,  1,856,  is  the 
highest  recorded.  There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  number  of 
beds,  and  it  is  a  great  disappointment  that  the  proposed  extension 
to  the  department  has  been  postponed  indefinitely.  In  the  near 
future  additional  beds  will  be  made  available  in  Ward  9,  but  this 
arrangement  is  temporary  until  the  new  block  can  be  built.  It  is 
hoped  that  alteration  and  enlargement  of  the  existing  labour  rooms 
will  be  pressed  forward  as  working  conditions  for  major  Obstetrical 
operations  are  very  unsatisfactory. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Pathology  Department,  it  will  soon  be 
possible  to  undertake  the  Rh.  grouping  of  all  maternity  patients 
in  the  area,  whether  they  are  to  be  delivered  in  hospital  or  not. 
In  this  way  the  risk  of  transfusion  in  emergency  can  be  reduced, 
and  it  will  ensure  that  Rh.  negative  blood,  which  is  in  short  supply, 
will  not  be  wasted. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  the  members  of  the  Medical  and  Nursing  staff 
for  the  excellent  work  they  have  done  throughout  the  year. 
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STATISTICS  OF  MATERNITY  DEPARTMENT 
Number  of  patients  delivered 

Primiparae 
Multipart 
Live  births — Male 
Live  births — Female 
Stillbirths 
Neonatal  deaths 
Maternal  Deaths 
Anaesthetics — General 

Gas  and  Air 
Local  infiltration 


5  y 


y  y 


y  y 


yy 


yy 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


Ante-Natal  Clinic  sessions 
Number  of  first  attendances  ... 

Number  of  re-visits 
Post-Natal  Clinic  sessions 
Number  of  attendances 
Patients  X-rayed 

Number  of  non-booked  cases  admitted 
Number  of  booked  cases  admitted  ... 
Number  of  W.R.  tests  done  ... 

Number  of  W.R.  tests  returned  positive  ... 
Number  of  midwives  trained  in  Gas  and  Air 
Number  of  midwives  certified  proficient 


...  1856 

888 
968 

918  }l«* 
88 

58 
13 

224 

1231 

86 

153 

1809 

10790 

50 

508 

208 

220 

1636 

1798 

17 

60 
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TRAINING  OF  MIDWIVES. 

Number  of  midwives  prepared  for  examination  ...  32 

„  ,,  ,,  passed  first  time  ...  ...  23 

,,  ,,  ,,  passed  second  time  ...  ...  7 

1  failed  third  attempt  and  1  did  not  re-sit  second  time. 


Beds. 

Maternity  Block  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Ante-Natal  Block  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  COMPLICATIONS  AND  OPERATIONS. 


1.  Presentation  of  Foetus. 

Vertex 
Breech 
Multiple 
Shoulder 
Face  ... 

Brow 

P.O.P. 

B.B.A. 


1727 

120 

38 

8 

12 

3 


# . 


25 
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2.  Operations. 

Forceps  delivery  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Caesarean  Section — G.A.  ...  ...  ...  81 

Caesarean  Section — Local  Anaesthesia  ...  19 

Induction  of  Labour  —  ...  ...  76 

Version  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Embryotomy .  ...  ...  ...  12 

Blood  transfusion  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Local  anaesthesia  of  perineum  ...  ...  86 

Manual  removal  of  placenta  ...  ...  27 

3.  Complications  of  Infants. 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

Congenital  defect  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  2 

Skin  lesions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Erythroblastosis  Foetalis  ...  ...  ...  6 

Artificial  feeding  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

4.  Complications  of  Puerperium. 

Psychoneurosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mastitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Genito-urinary  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Notified  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Puerperal  Morbidity  ...  ...  ...  110 

5.  Complications  of  Labour. 

Prolapse  of  cord  .  13 

Uterine  inertia  .  31 

Post-partum  haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  21 

Ruptured  uterus  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Episiotomy .  121 

Failed  forceps — Emergency  ...  ...  9 

Placenta  Praevia  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Accidental  haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  33 

Eclampsia  .  14 

6.  Ante-Natal  Complications. 

Venereal  Disease  .  17 

Leucorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Habitual  abortion  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Retro  verted  gravid  uterus .  47 

Respiratory  Disease  ...  ...  ...  19 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Genito-Urinary  ...  .  ...  5 

Anaemia  .  46 

Hydramnios .  4 

Hyperemesis  Gravidarum .  4 

Pre-eclamptic  Toxaemia  .  127 

Chronic  Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Essential  Hypertension  .  19 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  STILLBIRTHS  AND  NEONATAL 
DEATHS. 


Cerebral  Trauma  ...  ...  ...  ...  n 

Asphyxia — Placenta  praevia  ...  ...  6 

Accidental  haemorrhage  ...  9 

Prolapsed  cord  ...  ...  7 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Congenital  defect  .  19 

Erythroblastosis  .  5 

Toxaemia  of  pregnancy  ...  ...  ...  10 

Difficult  labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Sepsis  8 

Unknown  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Syphilis  .  3 

Diabetes  .  1 

Maceration  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Atelectasis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Haemorrhagic  Disease  ...  ...  ...  1 


146 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

1.  Septic  Abortion.  Admitted  in  extremis. 

2.  Heart  Disease. 

3.  Hydatidiform  Mole.  Admitted  in  extremis. 

4.  Carcinoma  of  cervix. 

5.  Pulmonary  Embolism. 

6.  Cardiac  failure. 

7.  Post-Partum  haemorrhage.  Admitted  in  extremis. 

8.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

9.  Uraemia.  Chronic  Nephritis. 

10.  Cardiac  failure.  Caesarean  section. 

1 1 .  Ectopic  pregnancy. 

12.  Bronchiectasis.  Died  undelivered. 

13.  Pulmonary  embolism.  Admitted  in  extremis. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  maternal  deaths, 
and  five  of  these  patients  were  admitted  in  extremis. 


GYNAECOLOGICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

In  the  Gynaecological  Department  the  figures  for  the  year  show 
a  moderate  increase  in  the  number  of  patients  treated  and  operations 
performed.  During  the  past  ten  years,  a  large  number  of  Hysterec¬ 
tomies  have  been  done  by  the  vaginal  route,  and  a  new  technique 
has  been  developed  for  this  operation.  In  the  near  future  it  is  hoped 
to  publish  the  results  of  this  work. 
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ATTENDANCES  AT  THE  OUT-PATIENT  DEPARTMENT. 


Gynaecological  Clinic. 

New  patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  702  ’ 

Old  patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  754  . 

Leucorrhoea  Clinic. 

* 

New  patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  125  i 

Old  patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  342  J 

Sterility  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  583 

O.P.D.  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

Total  ...  23327 

Abdominal  Operations. 

Wertheims  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  Hysterectomy  ...  ...  ...  15 

Sub-total  Hysterectomy  ...  ...  ...  26 

Abdominal  Hysterectomy  ...  ...  ...  3 

Gilliam’s  operation  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Myomectomy  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Laparotomy  .  ...  ...  ...  8 

Ventral  Hernia  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Adnexal  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Total  ...  92 


Vaginal  Operations. 

Vaginal  Hysterectomy  ...  .  59 

Vaginal  Hysterotomy  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fothergill’s  operation  ...  ...  ...  45 

Vulvectomy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Interposition  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Le  Fortes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Complete  tear  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fistulae  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Vulval  Plastic  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Reslinging  of  Urethra  ...  ...  ...  4 

Vaginal  Plastic  ...  ...’  ...  ...  21 

Radium  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Dilatation  and  Curettage  ...  ...  ...  425 

Minor  119 

Kymographic  examination  .  60 

Diathermy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...-  80 

Salpingography  .  7 

Total  ...  854 

Abominal  .  93 

Vaginal  .  854 


Total  ...  947 


1456 

467 
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SECTION  H. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious  and 

Other  Diseases. 


There  was  a  decrease  of  335  in  the  total  number  of  infectious 
diseases  compared  with  the  previous  year,  there  being  a  considerable 
decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Pneumonia.  On 
the  other  hand  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Whooping  Cough,  Scarlet  Fever,  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  and 
Acute  Poliomyelitis. 


HOSPITAL  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND 
GRINDON  HALL  SANATORIUM. 

Dr.  Thorp  reports  as  follows  : — 

There  remained  in  hospital  87  patients  on  31st  of  December, 
1947,  and  734  patients  were  admitted  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis.  Ward  5  was  opened  for  advanced  cases  during  the 
year.  Several  wards  remained  closed  on  account  of  shortage 
of  staff. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis.  As  elsewhere  in  England  a  short 
sharp  outbreak  of  this  disease  occurred  in  Sunderland. 

Enteritis.  The  cases  admitted  were  mostly  due  to  feeding  and 
suspicion  fell  on  National  Dried  Milk.  In  many  cases  full  cream 
milk  was  being  used  for  children,  too  young  to  be  fed  on  this 
type. 

Scarlet  Fever.  More  typical  types  of  this  disease  were  seen  than 
in  recent  years,  and  some  increase  in  severity  was  observed  in 
a  proportion  of  the  cases. 

Pneumonia.  Many  cases  were  admitted  very  late  in  the  disease 
reducing  the  chances  of  satisfactory  treatment. 

Staff.  A  preliminary  training  school  was  established  during  the 
year. 

Deaths.  There  were  87  deaths  during  the  year,  12  of  which  died 
within  24  hours  of  admission.  Of  these  deaths  31  were  advanced 
cases  of  tuberculosis  and  12  were  Infantile  Paralysis. 

Owing  to  shortage  of  staff,  selection  of  cases  for  admission  was 
necessary  many  times  during  the  year. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  ADMISSIONS. 


Disease. 


Diphtheria  . 

Streptococcal  Throat 
Chicken  Pox 
Measles 

Measles  and  Infantile  Paralysis 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
Scarlet  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Whooping  Cough  ... 
Meningitis — C.S.M. 

T.B.  Meningitis 
Other  forms 


Pneumonia 
Whooping  Cough 

Rubella 

Gastro  Enteritis  ... 

Para  Typhoid 
Erysipelas  ... 

Infantile  Paralysis 
Heat  Effects 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Tetanus 
Influenza  ... 

Mumps 

Dysentery . 

General  Diseases  ... 
Osteomyelitfs 
Tumour  of  Brain... 
Surgical  Tuberculosis — All 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis... 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


types 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


No.  Admitted 
1947 

86 

33 

11 

34 

1 

1 

56 

1 

44 

11 

23 

78 

27 

13 

4 

45 

1 

4 

...  94 

10 
3 
2 

3 

4 
2 

16 

1 

1 

...  107 

...  96 


Grand  Total 


734 


NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS  REMAINING  IN 
31st  DECEMBER,  1947  —  87. 


HOSPITAL, 


87  Deaths,  1947.  Classified  as  follows  : — 

Pneumonia  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Meningitis . 

Cerebral  Spinal  Meningitis 

T.B.  Meningitis . 

Gastro  Enteritis . . 

Influenza . 

Diphtheria  . 

Infantile  Paralysis 

Measles  . 

Dysentery . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Tonsillitis . 

Tuberculosis— All  types  . 

Coronary  Thrombosis 

Tetanus  . 

Cerebral  Tumour 


3 

4 
2 
8 

10 

11 

2 

3 

13 

3 

1 

2 

JmU 

1 

21 

1 

1 

1 


Total  87 


OPERATIONS  1947. 

Major  Operations .  21 

Minor  Operations . .  48 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  MAJOR  OPERATIONS. 

Excision  of  Tuberculous  Glands 

Tonsillectomy,  with  removal  of  Adenoids 

Mastoidectomy 

Appendectomy 

Amputation  of  left  foot... 

Amputation  of  right  leg 

Deep  Incisions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ' 

Tracheotomy 

Removal  of  Testicle 

Lymphadenoma  excised 


4 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

21 


OUT  OF  BOROUGH  ADMISSIONS,  1947. 

Number  of  admissions  ... 

Number  of  admissions  from  Sunderland  Hospitals 
Number  of  Out  of  Borough  Operations 
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DISINFECTION. 


The  following  work  has  been  done  by  the  Disinfecting  Officer 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  827 

Number  of  calls  for  bedding,  etc . 1,133 

The  work  carried  out  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  at  the  Hospital 
for  Infectious  Diseases  is  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Articles 

Disinfected 

Destroyed 

Beds  . 

285 

9 

Mattresses  . 

515 

14 

Blankets  . 

1778 

21 

Pillows  . 

890 

31 

Quilts  . 

210 

o 

O 

Sheets  . 

873 

42 

Bolsters . 

310 

7 

Sundries  . 

1405 

37 

6266 

164 

SCABIES. 

The  following  is  the  Report  of  the  Officer  appointed  for  this 
particular  work  : — 

New  cases  notified  210  Discharged  cases  210 

The  rooms  and  bedding  in  respect  of  all  discharged  cases  of 
scabies  were  disinfected. 

In  addition,  251  verminous  rooms  were  disinfested  by  the  same 
Officer  during  the  year. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


Cases  Treated  at  the  V.D.  Clinic,  Royal  Infirmary, 

during  1947. 


No.  of  cases  under  treatment  at  the  beginning 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

of  the  year 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  the  Register 

426 

328 

754 

which  returned  for  treatment 

15 

18 

33 

Cases  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  : — 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Syphilis  ... 

106 

90 

196 

Soft  Chancre  ... 

4 

— 

4 

Gonorrhoea 

189 

64 

253 

Non- venereal  condition 

506 

796 

1,302 

805 

950 

1755 

No.  of  cases  dealt  with  for  first  time  known  to 

have  received  treatment  at  other  Centres  ... 

109 

6 

115 

Totals 

1355 

1302 

2657 

No.  of  cases  discharged  ... 

723 

851 

1574 

No.  of  cases  which  ceased  to  attend  before  com- 

pletion  of  treatment  ... 

53 

22 

75 

Transferred  to  other  Centres 

163 

26 

189 

Under  treatment  at  31-12-47 

416 

403 

819 

Totals 

1355 

1302 

2657 

180  seamen  attended  during  the  year,  of  whom  52  were  foreigners. 


Dr.  Bell  reports  as  follows  : — 

During  1947  there  was  a  slight,  but  insignificant  decrease  in 
the  numbers  attending  the  V.D.  Clinic  for  the  first  time. 

The  incidence  of  early  syphilis  in  this  total  is  still  high,  md 
shows  no  change  in  comparison  with  1946. 

I  he  follow-up  and  contact  tracing  improves  steadily,  and  this 
probably  accounts  for  the  increase  in  the  numbers  of  women  patients 
who  attended  with  gonorrhoea. 


Recently,  the  number  of  out-patient  clinics  has  been  further 
increased  by  two.  This  has  ensured  for  the  patients  greater  speed 
in  treatment  and  more  privacy. 

Dr.  John  Bittiner  has  been  appointed  as  full-time  (Registrar) 
Assistant,  so  that  the  re-organisation  of  the  in-patient  and  out¬ 
patient  departments  is  now  completed. 

The  equipment  of  the  subsidiary  clinic  at  Corporation  Quay  has 
been  received  and  seamen  can  now  be  treated  there. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  28  more  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  25 
fewer  non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  than  in  the  previous 
year,  and  22  less  deaths. 

During  the  year  235  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  51  non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  notified  making  a  total  of  286  cases.  Of  these, 
153  were  males  and  133  females. 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  and  deaths  from  the  disease 
during  1947  : — 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1—5 

5 

1 

6 

9 

1 

— 

5 

3 

5—15 

12 

7 

14 

3 

1 

— 

3 

1 

15—25 

30 

50 

1 

4 

7 

16 

1 

2 

25—35 

21 

22 

3 

4 

11 

20 

2 

— 

35—45 

13 

16 

— 

3 

12 

6 

— 

2 

45—55 

24 

‘3 

1 

1 

11 

2 

1 

3 

55—65 

14 

5 

— 

1 

10 

1 

— 

1 

65  upwards 

7 

3 

— 

— 

6 

3 

— 

— 

Totals 

127 

108 

26 

25 

59 

48 

12 

13 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CARE  COMMITTEE. 

SUMMARY  OF  ASSISTANCE  GRANTED  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 

£  s.  d. 

68  persons  helped  with  clothing  (value)  ...  ...  61  10  7 

27  persons  helped  with  shoes  (value)  ...  ...  15  10  2 

44  families  helped  with  beds  and  bedding  (value)  ...  106  14  11 

109  patients  received  nourishment  grants  ...  ...  561  7  6J 

34  families  received  Extra  Grants  ...  ...  ...  401  5  11 

10  families  helped  with  Xmas  Coal  ...  ...  ...  34  4 

5  Save  the  Children  Fund  ...  ...  ...  ...  25  0  0 

12  Cripple  Children  Round  Table  ...  ...  ...  -  -  - 

13  Rent  Rebates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79  10  1 

21  Cases  helped  from  various  Benevolent  Funds  ...  188  15  0 

18  Cases  helped  from  Care  Funds  ...  ...  ...  33  9  4 

Extra  help  at  Xmas  for  patients  in  Poole  Sanatorium  23  10  0 
2  Cases  helped  through  Priestman  Fund  ...  ...  7  0  0 

2  Cases  helped  through  Royal  Surgical  Aid  ...  5  0  0 

51  Cases  helped  with  men’s  underwear  (gift  of 

Canadian  Red  Cross)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ___ 

14  Families  received  Food  Parcels  ...  ...  ...  -  -  - 

In  connection  with  the  work  of  the  TUBERCULOSIS  DIS¬ 
PENSARY,  the  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer  reports  as  follows  : — 

Total  Number  of  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7920 

Total  Number  of  New  Cases  . 1070 

Number  found  to  be  Tuberculous  . 268 

Number  found  to  be  Doubtfully  Tuberculous  ...  ...  35 

Number  found  to  be  Non-Tuberculous  ...  ...  ...  767 

Number  of  Respiratory  Cases . 218 

Number  of  Respiratory  Cases  with  Positive  Sputa  ...  ...  117 

Number  of  Respiratory  Cases  with  Negative  Sputa...  ...  101 

Number  of  Non-Respiratory  Cases  ...  ...  ...  «...  50 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Respiratory  Cases  notified  in  year  ...  39 

(1)  With  Positive  Sputa  ...  .  30 

(2)  With  Negative  Sputa  .  9 

Number  of  Non-Respiratory  Cases  notified  in  year  ...  ...  55 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Non-Respiratory  Cases  notified  in  year  12 

Total  Number  of  Cases  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  2842 

Total  Number  of  Contacts  examined— New .  329 

Old  .  38 

Number  of  Contacts  found  to  be  Tuberculous  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  Contacts  found  to  be  Doubtfully  Tuberculous  3 

Number  of  Contacts  found  to  be  Non-Tuberculous...  ...  296 

Total  Visits  by  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  6113 

Number  of  Visits  to  Homes  by  Tuberculosis  Officer  ...  21 

Number  of  Visits  to  Institutions  by  Tuberculosis  Officer  ...  110 
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Number  of  Personal  Consultations  by  Tuberculosis  Officer  75 
Number  of  X-ray  examinations  from  the  Dispensary  ...  2444 
Number  of  Sputum  examinations  from  the  Dispensary  ...  2835 
Number  of  Patients  on  Domiciliary  Treatment  ...  ...  279 

Number  of  Cases  of  Overcrowding  and  Sanitary  Defects 

reported  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  ...  177 

Number  of  Cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  physically 

eligible  for  Maintenance  Allowances  ...  ...  ...  91 

Number  of  Cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  paid...  ...  75 

Number  of  Patients  attending  for  U.V.L.  and  Kromayer  light 

treatment  ...  '. ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Number  of  Attendances  for  U.V.L.  and  Kromayer  light 

treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  660 


CIVIL  NURSING  RESERVE 

REPORT  OE  THE  LOCAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  FOR 

1947. 

No  meeting  was  held  during  the  year  1947.  Training  of 
Auxiliary  Nurses  for  enrolment  ceased  on  the  31st  March,  1947. 

A  scrutiny  of  the  Register  was  also  carried  out  with  the  resulting 
figures  as  shown  below  : — 

Registered  Personnel  at  31-12-47  : — 


Mobile 

Immobile 

Total 

Immobile 

Whole¬ 

Whole¬ 

Whole¬ 

Part- 

Category 

time 

time 

time 

tin-  e 

Members 

Members 

Members 

Members 

Trained  Nurses  ... 

1 

8 

9 

— 

Assistant  Nurses 

15 

19 

34 

— 

Auxiliary  Nurses  : 

Directly  Recruited  ... 

7 

1 

8 

— 

St.  John  Ambulance 

Association 

— 

1 

1 

— 

British  Red  Cross  Society... 

— 

1 

1 

2 
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SUNDERLAND  SOCIAL  SERVICE  WELFARE  COMMITTEE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1947. 


New  Cases 

1947 

151 

1946 

131 

Unmarried  Mothers 

101 

59 

Married  women  with  illegitimate  children... 

5 

15 

Widows  with  illegitimate  children  ... 

2 

3 

Adolescents  needing  help 

6 

9 

Matrimonial  difficulties 

5 

12 

Discharged  Prisoners  Aid  Society  ... 

4 

4 

Adoption  Cases 

21 

21 

Nursery  Accommodation  arranged  ... 

2 

2 

Other  Cases 

5 

6 

Above  is  given  a  summary  of  the  cases  dealt  with  during  1947 
in  comparison  with  1946  ;  these  have  involved  nearly  600  callers  at 
the  Office  and  well  over  400  visits  to  homes.  There  is  a  great  increase 
in  the  number  of  unmarried  mothers  dealt  with  during  the  year — 
largely  due  to  the  fact  that  we  have  had  a  Welfare  Officer  all  the 
year,  and  all  the  cases  have  been  referred  to  her. 

It  has  been  very  difficult  to  find  accommodation  for  these  girls, 
as  most  of  them  come  along  only  a  few  weeks  before  the  birth  of 
their  child.  We,  therefore,  welcome  the  Parker  Memorial  Home 
to  be  opened  shortly  in  Kayll  Road,  and  which  will  accommodate 
quite  a  number  of  girls  and  their  babies — at  present  we  have  11 
girls  in  the  various  homes  in  the  County  with  which  our  Committee 
is  in  touch. 

Only  12  mothers  of  illegitimate  children  (out  of  about  90)  have 
eventually  found  adoption  the  only  solution  to  their  problem.  Our 
energies  must  therefore  be  devoted  to  the  care  of  the  girls  who  have 
still  retained  their  babie<= — to  finding  vacancies  in  Day  Nurseries, 
a  job  for  the  mother,  or,  more  complicated  still,  a  post  where  the 
girl  can  take  her  baby  with  her. 

The  adoptions  have  been  particularly  happy  ones,  and  all  ten 
babies  (six  girls  and  four  boys)  passed  over  with  a  view  to  legal 
adoption  have  found  a  real  home,  which  will  give  the  child  stability, 
love,  security  and  a  real  home  background.  In  this  connection, 
we  welcome  the  new  abridged  Birth  Certificate,  which  can  be 
obtained  for  6d. 
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APPENDIX 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE  COUNTY 

I 

BOROUGH  OF  SUNDERLAND. 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Borough  Health  Department  is  situated  at  “Thornholme,” 
Thornholme  Road,  Sunderland,  and  is  open  on  weekdays  from  8-30 
a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  except  Saturdays,  when  it  is  open  from  9  a.m.  to 
12  noon.  The  telephone  numbers  are  56201  (Extension  92)  and  2494. 
The  telephone  numbers  of  the  officials  attached  to  the  Department, 
after  5  p.m.,  are  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  A.  S.  Hebble- 
thwaite)  No.  3437,  and  the  Acting  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(Dr.  E.  Browell)  No.  68270. 

The  School  Medical  Service’s  office  is  situated  at  the  Education 
Department,  John  Street,  and  the  telephone  number  is  56201 
(Extension  78).  The  private  telephone  of  the  Chief  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officer  (Dr.  Watson)  is *6621. 

The  Port  Health  Office  is  situated  at  the  Corporation  Quay  and 
the  telephone  number,  during  office  hours,  is  56178.  The  private 
residence  of  the  Chief  Port  Health  Inspector  (Mr.  C.  C.  Pickering) 
is  9  Claremont  Road  and  the  telephone  number  3031. 


HEALTH  CENTRES 

Originally  it  was  proposed  that  the  new  Health  Services  would 
operate  from  Health  Centres.  The  construction  of  these  has  now 
been  postponed  until  the  housing  situation  is  eased.  Eventually, 
Health  Centres  will  be  set  up  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough, 
probably  in  conjunction  with  the  Community  Centres  and  each 
Centre  will  serve  15,000  to  20,000  of  the  population.  In  each  Health 
Centre,  infant  welfare,  ante-natal,  post-natal,  minor  ailments  and 
light  treatment  clinics  will  be  held  and  possibly  a  Tuberculosis  clinic. 
General  practitioners  looking  after  the  general  public  will  use  the 
premises  instead  of  their  own  surgery. 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Infant  Welfare  Centres,  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  etc.  The  list 

on  the  following  page  shows  the  times  and  locations  of  the  present 
centres  and  clinics.  These  will  be  improved  and  increased  as  soon 
as  circumstances  permit.  Three  full-time  Local  Health  Authority’s 
Medical  Officers  attend  these  centres.  The  difficulty  up  to  now, 
especially  as  regards  ante-natal  work,  has  been  that  these  doctors 
who  see  the  mothers  before  they  go  into  labour,  are  not  the  doctors 
who  are  called  in  in  an  emergency  during  confinement.  It  is  obvious 
that  the  person  who  looks  after  the  ante-natal  work  should  be  the 
person  who  is  present  at  the  birth  of  the  child.  To  effect  this  more 
general  practitioners  will  do  ante-natal  work,  so  that  in  time  there 
will  be  little  or  no  distinction  between  a  whole-time  Local  Health 
Authority’s  Medical  Officer  and  a  general  practitioner  ;  both  will  be 
doing  identical  jobs.  A  Local  Health  Authority’s  medical  officer 
who  specialises  in  ante-natal  work  will  spend  part  of  her  time  at  a 
a  maternity  hospital  and  the  medical  officer  doing  infant  welfare 
work  will  attend  a  children’s  hospital. 


Light  Treatment  Clinics.  The  Light  Treatment  Clinic  situate 
at  the  Health  Department’s  Headquarters  at  “Thornholme,”  Sun¬ 
derland,  will  be  continued  as  before.  Mothers  and  children  attend 
this  Clinic  for  ultra-violet  irradiation  treatment  for  such  general 
diseases  as  rickets,  general  debility,  dentition  and  anaemia.  The 
Clinic  is  open  each  day  of  the  week  from  9  a.m.  until  12  noon  and 
2  to  5  p.m.,  Saturday,  9  a.m.  until  noon,  with  the  exception  of 
Tuesday  and  Friday  afternoons. 

In  addition  to  this  Clinic,  a  similar  Light  Treatment  Clinic  is 
held  at  the  School  Clinic  at  10  The  Terrace,  Southwick,  each  Tuesday 
and  Friday  afternoon  for  children  under  school  age. 


Care  of  Premature  Infants.  The  recommendations  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  with  regard  to  the  care  of  premature  infants  will 
be  carried  out,  viz.  : — 

Space  will  be  provided  on  notification  of  birth  cards  for 
weight  of  baby  at  birth. 

Draught-proof  cots  will  be  available  at  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  for  loan  and  the  necessary  equipment,  i.e.,  blankets,  hot- 
water  bottles,  thermometers  and  feeding  bottles  will  be  supplied 
in  these  outfits. 

The  services  of  domestic  helps  will  be  available,  if  required. 

Special  notification  will  be  given  to  the  Health  Department 
from  the  hospital  when  a  premature  baby  is  to  be  discharged 
and  a  health  visitor  will  immediately  follow  up  the  case. 
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Dental  Care.  Suitable  accommodation  has  been  specifically 
provided  in  the  new  Out-Patients  Department  of  the  General 
Hospital,  and  all  cases  attending  the  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal 
Clinics  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  will  be  referred  for 
examination  and  such  treatment  as  may  be  required. 

Pre-school  children  will  attend  for  periodical  dental  inspection  and 
treatment  at  the  school  dental  clinic  situated  in  the  area  in  which 
they  live. 

A  part-time  dental  officer  will  be  able  to  deal  with  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children. 

Until  a  dental  laboratory  in  a  Health  Centre  is  available,  all 
prosthetic  work  will  be  undertaken  by  private  dental  mechanics. 

Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits.  When  the  patient  is  booked 
for  confinement  at  home,  a  booking  slip  will  be  given  her.  A  list  of 
requirements  will  be  on  this  slip.  Maternity  outfits  will  be  obtainable 
on  presentation  of  the  booking  slip  at  the  Health  Office. 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SUNDERLAND 
CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 


District.  Address.  Day. 

Southwick  St.  Mary’s  Church  Hall, 

Dene  Terrace  ...  ...Mon. 

Ford  Est.  Community  Hut,  Flodden 

Road  ...  ...  ...Tues. 

Humbledon  St.  Mary’s  Church  Hall, 

Tudor  Grove  ...  ...Tues. 

Grangetown  St.  Aidan’s  Church  Hall, 

Ryhope  Road  ...  ...Tues. 

Deptford  ...St.  Mark’s  Church  Hall, 

Hylton  Road  ...  ...Wed. 

Deptford  ...St.  Mark’s  Church  Hall, 

Hylton  Road  ...  ...Thurs. 

Central  ...Salvation  Army  Citadel, 

Lambton  Street  ...  ...Thurs. 

Monk-  Wesley  Methodist  Church 
w’mouth  Hall,  Dock  Street  ...Thurs. 


Time. 


.2  p.m. — 4  p.m. 

.9-30  a.m. — 12  noon 

.2  p.m. — 4  p.m. 

.2  p.m. — 4  p.m. 

.9-30  a.m. — 12  noon 
2  p.m. — 4  p.m. 

9-30  a.m. — 12  noon 


9-30  a.m.— 12  noon 


2  p.m. — 4  p.m. 


Pallion  ...St.  Mary  Magdalene’s  Church, 

Hall,  Wilson  Street  ...Thurs.  2  p.m.— 4  p.m. 
Fulwell  ...Priestman  Hall,  St.  Andrew’s 

Church,  Roker  Park  Road  hriday  9-30  a.m.  12  noon 

2  p.m. — 4  p.m. 

Hendon  ...St.  Barnabas  Church  Hall, 

Suffolk  Street  . Friday  2  p.m.— 4  p.m. 
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ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 


School  Clinic,  Hylton  Road  .... 

General  Hospital,  Chester  Road 

Salvation  Army  Citadel,  Lambton 
Street 

General  Hospital,  Chester  Road 
School  Clinic,  Hylton  Road  ... 


...Mon.  ...2  p.m. — 4  p.m. 
...Wed.  ...2  p.m. — 4  p.m. 

...Wed.  ...2  p.m. — 4  p.m. 
...Thurs.  2  p.m. — 4  p.m. 
...Thurs.  2  p.m. — 4  p.m. 


Salvation  Army  Citadel,  Lambton 

Street  .  ...  ...Friday  9-30  a.m. — 12  noon 

2  p.m. — 4  p.m. 

General  Hospital,  Chester  Road  ...Friday  2  p.m. — 4  p.m. 


POST-NATAL  CLINICS. 

Salvation  Army  Citadel,  Lambton 

Street  ...  ...  ...  ...Mon.  ...9-30  a.m. — 12  noon 

General  Hospital,  Chester  Road  ...Friday  2  p.m. — 4  p.m. 

SPECIAL  CLINICS. 

General  Hospital,  Chester  Road. 

Leucorrhoea  Clinic . Wed.  ...9-30  a.m. 

Sterility  Clinic  . Wed.  ...5-45  p.m. 

Gynaecological  Clinic  . Tues.  ...2  p.m. 


Salvation  Army  Citadel,  Lambton  Street. 

Non-V.D.  Clinic  (by  appointment)  Mon.  ...9-30  a.m. 

Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria 

Immunisation  Clinic . Wed.  ...9-30  a.m.— 12  noon 

Day  Nurseries.  The  two  Day  Nurseries,  one  at  St.  Mark’s, 
Chester  Road,  and  the  other  at  Margaret  Thompson  Park,  each  with 
places  for  50  children,  will  continue  as  at. present.  Application  for 
admission  should  be  made  to  the  respective  Matrons. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children.  A  Joint 

Committee  of  the  1  own  Council  and  the  Sunderland  Social  Service 
Committee  have  already  made  arrangements  for  the  care  of  un- 
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married  mothers  and  their  children.  Unmarried  expectant  mothers 
should  apply  to  the  Moral  Welfare  Supervisor  (Miss  N.  Bradley, 
33  Norfolk  Street),  who  will  arrange  for  their  admission  to  the  Parker 
Memorial  Home  which  has  just  recently  been  opened.  The  Parker 
Memorial  Home  will  admit  unmarried  girls  for  three  months  before 
the  expected  date  of  delivery  and  six  months  afterwards.  (This 
Home  consists  of  a  large  detached  house  standing  in  its  own  grounds 
in  Kay  11  Road,  which  is  in  the  centre  of  the  Borough,  and  will  have 
accommodation  for  12  unmarried  mothers). 

Help  will  also  be  given  with  regard  to  affiliation  orders  and 
tracing  the  father  of  the  child. 

Advice  and  assistance  will  be  given  when  the  baby  is  to  be 
adopted. 

Assistance  when  the  mother  is  working  for  her  baby  will  be  given 
by  admission  to  one  of  the  Day  Nurseries. 

The  girls  will  be  admitted  to  the  General  Hospital  for  their 
confinement. 


HEALTH  VISITING. 

The  whole  of  the  Health  Visiting  Service  is  provided  by  the 
Council. 

Staff  : — 1  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  ; 

19  Health  Visitors. 

The  Health  Visitors  carry  out  visits  after  the  15th  day  at  homes 
where  births  have  occurred. 

They  attend  at  Ante-Natal  Clinics  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 
each  week  at  which  they  advise  mothers,  weigh  infants  and  give 
informative  talks  when  convenient. 

They  also  attend  the  Post-Natal  Clinic  and  Clinic  for  Non- 
Venereal  Discharges  in  women  in  each  week,  also  the  Immunisation 
Clinics  and  the  Mobile  Unit  for  Immunisation. 

They  attend  at  the  Health  Department  9  o’clock  mornings  and 
4-30  afternoons  for  clerical  administration,  including  recording  of 
visits  and  preparation  of  monthly  and  other  reports  and  for  avail¬ 
ability  for  interviews  by  callers. 

Appointments  are  listed  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
pre-school  children  for  Dental  attention  and  Ophthalmic  appoint¬ 
ments. 

Under  the  new  Act,  the  scope  of  the  present  Health  Visitors’ 
duties  have  been  extended,  and  the  staff  has  been  extended  to  cope 
with  the  additional  duties.  In  future,  in  addition  to  the  above- 
named  duties,  they  will  be  concerned  with  the  health  of  the  household 
as  a  whole,  including  the  preservation  of  health  and  precautions 
against  the  spread  of  infection,  and  will  have  an  increasingly  im¬ 
portant  part  to  play  in  health  education. 
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MIDWIVES  SERVICE. 

From  July  5th  the  Local  Health  Authority  is  the  local  super¬ 
vising  Authority  for  the  purpose  of  the  Midwives  Acts,  1902-36. 
The  domiciliary  midwifery  service  in  the  Borough  will  continue  as 
before,  and  the  midwifery  work  of  the  Sunderland  District  Nursing 
Association  will  also  continue  as  before. 

The  first  period  of  training  of  pupil  midwives  is  undertaken  at 
the  General  Hospital  which  has  been  approved  by  the  Central  Mid¬ 
wives  Board  and  is  known  as  the  Sunderland  First  Period  Training 
School.  For  their  second  period  training,  pupil  midwives  attend 
cases  for  three  months  with  the  Teaching  Midwives  of  the  Municipal 
Midwifery  Service  and  three  months  with  the  Queen’s  Teaching 
Midwives  of  the  Sunderland  District  Nursing  Association,  Murton 
Street.  No.  4  Thornhill  Park  will  shortly  be  used  as  a  Hostel  for 
Second  Period  Training  Pupil  Midwives. 

The  supervision  of  midwives  will  be  carried  out  by  the  Medical 
Supervisor,  who  is  the  Chief  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  and  Acting  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  also  by  the  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 


Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 

All  domiciliary  midwives  are  certificated  to  carry  out  this  pro¬ 
cedure,  and  all  will  be  available. 

The  following  are  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  present  staff, 
all  of  whom  are  fully  qualified  : — 


MUNICIPAL  MIDWIVES. 

Telephone 

Non-Medical  Supervisor.  No. 

Miss  E.  E.  Fisher  ...  18  Broomshields  Avenue  ...  5302 

Deputy  Supervisor. 

Mrs.  L.  Brown 


Miss  I. 
Mrs.  A. 
Mrs.  D. 
Miss  K. 
Mrs.  M. 
Mrs.  M. 
Mrs.  C. 
Mrs.  A. 
Miss  E. 
Mrs.  G. 
Miss  E. 
Miss  T. 
Mrs.  E. 


Burton 

Feetham 

O.  Gibson 

Harper 

Hutchinson 

H.  Hooper 

Hourigan 

Johnston 

Lynn  ... 

Loxham 

Miller  ... 

Perigo 

Pickering 


38  Dykelands  Road  ...  4038 

18  Falkland  Road  ...  ...  56773 

10  Burnhope  Drive  ...  5204 

47  Givens  Street  ...  ...  4652 

1  Dartford  Road  ...  ...  3450 

136  Primate  Road  ...  68034 

21  Springbank  Square  ...  68206 

84  Netherburn  Road. 

1  Beverley  Road. 

9  Fordenbridge  Crescent  ...  56362 
8  Melbury  Court,  Fulwell. 

59  Laburnum  Road  ...  57412 

Thorney  Close  Estate. 

161  Cairo  Street  ...  ...  2593 
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Miss  L.  Robinson  ...  1  Elmwood  Avenue  ...  5483 

Miss  E.  Rowell  ...  1  Dartford  Road .  3450 

Miss  N.  Steer . 31  Hutton  Street .  6507 

Mrs.  B.  Stephenson  ...  14  Wroxham  Court  ...  5079 


Miss  J.  Strachan  ...  16  Peacock  Street  West  ... 

In  the  past  a  mother  had  a  right  to  call  in  a  midwife  to  attend 
her,  and  the  midwife  had  a  right  to  call  in  a  doctor,  if  necessary. 
Under  the  new  Act,  a  general  practitioner-obstetrician  will  be  a 
general  practitioner  who  elects  to  do  midwifery  work,  and  he  will 
be  called  in  to  attend  a  mother  in  her  confinement  if  the  patient’s 
doctor  recommends  this  procedure. 


HOME  NURSING. 


The  Home  Nursing  Service  will  be  provided  through  the  agency 
of  the  Sunderland  District  Nursing  Association  under  the  general 
direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  This  Association  has 
been  established  for  many  years,  and  operates  within  the  whole  of 
the  County  Borough  but  not  outside.  The  Headquarters  of  the 
Association  are  at  Victoria  House,  Murton  Street,  Sunderland,  where 
the  staff  are  housed.  The  nursing  staff  consists  of  1  Superintendent, 
1  Assistant  Superintendent  and  16  Queen’s  Nurses,  all  of  whom  are 
employed  full-time.  The  Association  provides  a  full  daily  nursing 
service  between  8  a.m.  and  11  p.m.  (including  Sunday).  They  do 
not  provide  an  all-night  service. 

The  extent  of  the  service  provided  by  the  Association  during 
the  past  three  years  is  indicated  by  the  following  table  : — 


Cases  nursed... 
Visits  ... 

Operations  attended 


1945  1946  1947 

2,402  2,608  2,678 

69,858  75,896  82,075 

35  40  19 


The  same  number  of  staff  will  be  employed  to  commence  with, 
until  additional  nursing  staff  is  available.  It  will  not  be  possible 
to  make  provision  for  night  service  at  first,  but  it  is  hoped  to  do  so 
as  soon  as  extra  staff  is  available. 

Drugs,  dressings  and  other  equipment  required  by  the  nurses 
will  be  issued  by  one  of  the  agent’s  officials  who  will  keep  proper 
records. 

VACCINATION. 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox  is  not  now  compulsory,  but  is 
strongly  advised,  and  all  general  medical  practitioneis  aie  now 
available  for  this  service.  The  vaccination  office  has  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Health  Department.  On  the  registration  of  a  birth 
the  registrar  will  give  the  parent,  or  person  having  the  custody  oi 
the  infant,  a  form  which  should  be  completed,  if  vaccination  is 
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desired,  and  delivered  to  a  medical  practitioner  who  will  arrange 
for  the  child’s  vaccination,  free  of  cost.  In  addition  to  vaccination 
in  infancy,  facilities  for  vaccination  or  re-vaccination  are  available 
for  those  who  desire  it  on  application  to  any  medical  practitioner, 
or  to  the  Health  Department.  Medical  practitioners  will  obtain 
the  lymph  for  vaccination  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Record  cards  for  vaccination  have  been  sent  to  all  general 
practitioners,  and  the  receipt  of  these  completed  cards  will  be  the 
basis  for  paying  the  appropriate  fees. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION.' 

Children  under  5  years. 

Sessional  arrangements  are  already  carried  out  at  the  following 
Centres  : — 

Lambton  Street  Salvation  Army  Citadel — Wednesday,  10  a.m. 
to  12  noon. 

Health  Department,  “Thornholme” — Saturday,  9-30  a.m.  to 
12  noon. 

and  one  session  is  held  each  Saturday  morning  from  11  until  noon 
for  general  practitioners  at  the  John  Street  Central  Clinic,  Education 
Offices.  These  arrangements  will  continue  and  further  sessions,  if 
required,  will  be  instituted  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  until 
Health  Centres  are  constructed. 

Children  of  School  Age. 

School  Medical  Officers  at  routine  inspection  make  a  point  of 
ascertaining  the  immunised  condition  of  a  school  child  and  where 
this  is  not  completed  make  arrangements  for  it  to  be  done. 

This  practice  is  carried  out  at  all  minor  ailment  centres  of  the 
Education  Authority,  and  will  continue  so,  or  through  the  general 
practitioners’  service. 

Sessional  arrangements  are  carried  out  through  the  School 
Medical  Officers  or  through  the  general  practitioners  at  the  Central 
Clinic,  John  Street,  and  facilities  have  already  been  offered  to  general 
practitioners  to  use  this  centre  for  the  immunisation  of  school 
children. 

Progapanda  will  continue  by  leaflets,  birth-cards  and  posters. 
Every  effort  will  be  made  by  Health  Visitors  and  Midwives  to  en¬ 
courage  mothers  to  have  their  children  immunised.  Teachers  have 
been  asked  to  help  in  increasing  the  number  of  children  immunised 
and  leaflets  will  be  distributed  from  time  to  time  at  all  Educational 
Establishments. 

Record  cards  for  diphtheria  immunisation  have  been  sent  to  all 
general  practitioners,  and  the  receipt  of  these  completed  cards  will 
be  the  basis  for  paying  the  appropriate  fees. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  ambulance  office  is  situated  temporarily  in  the  grounds  of 
the  General  Hospital.  The  telephone  number  is  56427.  The 
Ambulance  Officer  in  charge  will  take  instructions  for  the  use  of 
ambulances  from  hospital  secretaries,  general  practitioners  and  any 
authorised  person  who  requires  the  service.  Street  accidents  will 
also  be  covered.  The  present  staff  consists,  in  addition  to  the 
Ambulance  Officer,  of  18  personnel  who  act  as  drivers  or  attendants, 
as  the  case  may  require.  The  present  number  of  vehicles  is  8  am¬ 
bulances  and  3  sitting  case  cars. 

A  subsidiary  Ambulance  Depot  may  be  set  up  on  the  North  side 
of  the  River,  possibly  in  the  grounds  of  the  Monkwearmouth  and 
Southwick  Hospital.  In  all  instances,  two  drivers,  one  acting  as  an 
attendant,  will  accompany  our  ambulances.  The  ambulance  ser¬ 
vices  are  free. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE. 


TUBERCULOSIS.— GENERAL. 

The  diagnostic  and  hospital  work  in  connection  with  tuberculosis 
is  now  under  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The 
Local  Health  Authority  will  continue  to  be  responsible  for  the 
provision  of  arrangements  for  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis  and  the 
after-care  of  such  persons. 

The  Tuberculosis  Officer  will  be  partly  employed  as  Chest 
Physician  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  partly  at  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Dispensary  attached  to  the  General  Hospital. 

PREVENTION. 

The  prevention  of  tuberculosis  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Town 
Council  in  the  past  through  the  services  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 
and  two  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors,  in  addition  to  the  general 
preventive  work  carried  out  by  officers  of  the  Corporation’s  Health 
Department,  involving  addresses  to  local  organisations,  display  of 
films  and  posters,  distribution  of  leaflets  and  so  forth.  The  Local 
Health  Authority  propose  to  continue  this  preventive  work. 

TUBERCULOSIS.— CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE. 

Domiciliary  Visiting  by  Chest  Physician  and  T.B.  Health 
Visitors. 

The  Council  will  seek  arrangements  with  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  for  the  joint  appointment  of  medical  specialists  concerned  in 
diagnostic  and  curative  work  under  the  Board  and  in  preventive 
and  care  work  under  the  Council. 
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Tuberculosis  Care  Committee. 

Work  in  connection  with  the  Care  of  Tuberculous  persons, 
both  before  and  after  discharge  from  Sanatoria,  has  since  1927, 
been  satisfactorily  carried  out  by  a  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee 
under  a  Scheme  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  This  work 
includes  “welfare”  advice  and  assistance,  e.g.,  the  provision  of  beds 
and  bedding,  clothing,  and  food  and  other  gifts  in  kind,  in  necessitous 
cases.  The  Care  Committee  will  assist  tuberculous  persons  in  finding 
suitable  employment,  e.g.,  by  enabling  them  to  take  advantage  of 
the  arrangements  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National 
Service  under  the  Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act. 

The  Town  Council  nominate  annually  eight  representatives  to 
serve  as  members  of  this  Committee  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  the  Chest  Physician  are  ex-officio  members  of  the 
Committee. 

The  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee  will  continue  to  be  responsible 
for  all  requisite  work  of  Care  and  After-care  of  tuberculous  persons 
as  heretofore. 


ILLNESS  GENERALLY. — ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  CARE  AND 

AFTER-CARE. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  recognises  that  persons  suffering 
or  recovering  from  illnesses  of  other  types,  whether  such  persons 
have  been  in  hospital  or  not,  will  require  the  provision  of  Care  and 
After-care  services  on  lines  similar  to  that  which  will  be  in  operation 
in  respect  of  tuberculous  persons. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  therefore  proposes  that  the  scope  of 
the  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee  should  be  extended  to 
cover  other  types  of  illness,  and  this  Committee  have  signified  their 
willingness  to  undertake  this  extension  of  their  work. 

Arrangements  will  be  made  for  notification  to  the  Care  Com¬ 
mittee  by  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  other  Health  Services  and 
otherwise  of  persons  needing  the  services  of  the  Committee. 


PROVISION  OF  NURSING  EQUIPMENT  AND  APPARATUS. 

It  is  proposed  to  make  the  following  arrangements  in  connection 
with  the  loan  of  nursing  equipment  and  apparatus  required  by 
patients  who  are  being  confined  or  nursed  at  home. 

Maternity  Cases. 

Maternity  outfits  comprising  blankets,  sheets,  and  pillow-slips 
will  be  available  at  the  Health  Department  where  required, 
also  draught  proof  cots  with  the  necessary  equipment,  viz.,  blankets, 
hot  water  bottles,  thermometers  and  feeding  bottles. 

All  other  cases. 

Equipment  and  apparatus  such  as  the  following  will  be  available  : 


Rubber  rings. 
Urine  bottles. 
Rubber  sheets. 
Feeding  cups. 


Bedpans. 
Steam  kettles. 
Ice  bags. 
Sputum  mugs. 


Crutches. 
Invalid  chairs. 
Bedrests. 
Douche  cans. 
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DOMESTIC  HELPS. 

A  staff  of  21  whole- time  domestic  helps  is  available  for  attend¬ 
ance  in  the  following  circumstances  : — 

(i)  In  the  homes  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers. 

( ii)  Where  domestic  assistance  is  necessary  because  the 
housewife  is  sick. 

(iii)  Where  arrangements  have  to  be  made  to  look  after  the 
children  during  the  housewife’s  absence  to  visit  her 
sick  husband. 

(iv)  where  the  housewife  is  absent  to  undergo  an  operation. 

(v)  For  elderly  people  who  are  infirm  or  who  suddenly  fall 
ill. 

(vi)  Where  several  members  of  a  family  are  ill  at  the  same 
time,  e.g.,  during  an  influenza  epidemic. 

(vii)  In  any  other  circumstances  where  domestic  assistance  is 
necessary  in  the  home  of  sick  or  infirm  persons. 

Assistance  is  not  given  for  a  longer  period  than  one  month  in 
any  one  case,  except  in  special  circumstances. 

These  helps  are  obtained  on  application  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  the  fee  payable  being  as  follows  : — 

From  the  total  income  of  the  family  deduct  the  amount  of 
rent  and  then  divide  by  the  number  in  the  family,  and  from  the 
resultant  figure  make  a  further  deduction  of  10/-,  the  amount 
remaining  being  the  weekly  charge  to  be  made. 

In  addition  to  the  21  whole-time  domestic  helps,  a  small  pool 
of  helpers  are  enrolled  who  can  be  called  upon  to  give  so  many  hours 
per  week  on  special  occasions,  such  as  an  epidemic  or  other  untoward 
occurrence. 

A  domestic  help  will  not  be  sent  into  a  household  where  there 
is  tuberculosis  or  other  infectious  disease  without  the  consent  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


MENTAL  HEALTH. 

On  and  after  July  5th  subject  to  the  general  control  of  the  Council, 
the  administration  and  management  of  the  Mental  Health  Service  will 
be  by  the  Health  Committee  through  a  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee, 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Borough  will  be  responsible  to 
the  Health  Committee  and  the  Council  for  the  organisation  and  control 
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of  the  Service,  (including  the  Mental  Deficiency  Centre  and  Staff  at 
7  Murton  Street,)  and  wiH  have  as  a  member  of  his  staff,  a  part-time 
Medical  Officer  (Dr.  Hinds)  specialising  in  mental  health  work,  who 
will  be  responsible  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  medical 
direction  of  the  Service. 

Dr.  Hinds  will  also  be  employed  as  one  of  the  approved  Medical 
Practitioners  for  the  purpose  of  giving  certifications  of  mental 
defect  to  accompany  petitions  for  Orders  under  the  Mental  De¬ 
ficiency  Acts. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  it  is  proposed  to  make  arrangements 
with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  obtaining  as  and  when  required, 
the  advice  of  Specialist  Medical  Officers  of  that  Board. 

A  Central  Clearing  Office  for  Mental  Health  Services  has  been 
provided  at  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  Health  Department, 
“  Thornholme,”  Thornholme  Road,  Sunderland. 

This  Central  Clearing  Office  will  be  under  the  Medical  direction  of 
the  part-time  Medical  Officer  for  Mental  Health  Services. 

All  branches  of  the  Mental  Health  Service  will  be  in  contact  with 
the  Central  Clearing  Office,  which  will  be  the  centre  to  advise  on  the 
correct  disposal  of  all  cases  referred  from  other  Health  Services, 
the  Local  Education  Authority,  the  Police,  Probation  Officers,  the 
Magistrates'  Courts,  the  Labour  Exchange,  Voluntary  Organisations, 
and  so  forth. 

Duties  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts  hitherto 
performed  by  relieving  officers  will  in  future  be  performed  by  Duly 
Authorised  Officers  of  the  local  health  authority. 

Mr.  H.  Birbeck,  formerly  relieving  officer,  has  just  been  appointed 
a  Duly  Authorised  Officer.  His  address  during  office  hours  will  be 
the  Central  Clearing  Office,  Health  Department,  “Thornholme”  and 
after  office  hours,  in  case  of  urgency,  5  Calderbourne  Avenue,  Roker. 

The  Mental  Deficiency  Officer,  the  Clerk/Visitor  and  the  Home 
Teacher  attached  to  the  Mental  Deficiency  Centre,  7,  Murton 
Street,  have  been  appointed  Duly  Authorised  Officers. 

I  he  Instructor  at  the  Industrial  Centre,  St.  Hilda’s  Mission, 
Railway  Row,  and  the  Supervisor  and  Assistant  Supervisor  at 
the  Occupation  Centre,  7,  Murton  Street,  will  continue  to  train 
mental  defectives. 

I  he  Central  Ambulance  Service  of  the  Borough  will  be 
available  for  the  Mental  Health  Services. 


